‘ LaRochelle - Dec. 13, 1965

Dear Folks: \lors, ca va chez vous? Boy Mom, You don't know
how great a surprise that was to get those cookies. Ny com-
panion and I ate tha#m all within two days. Maybe they were
supposed to be operd at Christmas time, but custows had already
opendd them so we ate them. They were really great. Have
you recieved two packages. You should have by now. I am sending
the slides the same day as this letter, Monday. 1Included is
a discription of tie slides, I hope that you can keep in
mind that the only times I have taken Vy camera has been on
D days and consequently I don't have toe much concerning the
actual work, I'll try to get a more balanced show for you
next time, ; -

We went to Bordeaux again for an unexpected conference
with Aposvle Hunter. Those “rips cost. This is a lo* different
than living in Paris where I could save money. Also there
a.'¢ little things that pep up like transportation for members o
who can't come to church. 4ind, it domes out of our pockets.
This isn't a plea for more money because I'm gettiing along
Just fine. It's just thet I don't get to save as much as I
used to, We went to Bordeaux as a district, 4 ¥lders and 2
Sisters, in a rented car. It was an enjoyable trip. The con-
ference with Pres. Hunter was really great. The Distriect Leaders
2ave reports of their various distriets gnd then Pres. and Sis.
Hart spoke, and then Pres. ind Sister Hunter., The ~2onference
lasted ab ut 4 straight hours. Usually they divide it into:
two sessions, but they did it t is way this time so that thers
wouldn't have to be .y night driving. On the way hcme we went
by way of Royan where there is ®%he most Modern Catnelic Cathedral
in France, It is really an impressive structure, actually ,ust
a cemernt work of Modern art. It is all cement with no furnishings
inside exdept chairs, Ve atterded a mass there to. which was
interesting., It reminded me of Idol worship as much as anything
else.
. LaRochelle is all decorated up for Christmas and al night
- the streets are just packed vith Christmas shoppers. The
other Elders went out to He island with the owner of our hotel
who is an inactive Mormon and got us a tree but it is tw
big so we are going to give it to tlie sisters, They haw a tree
in their romm and I put my pressnts under theirs.

Our proselyting ir going just as ever. We teach about
10 Lours a wesk, tract 16 %o 20 and other proselyting about
the res¢ to make up 40 hrs, The ~est is taxen up in brunch
wo rk., The work is hard to say the least and it sometimes
seems hard fo get thru to tne people, but baptisms are not im-
posskble.

I gave another talk in church last nite on missionary
work, I didn't do much preparing, but I felt a little more
fleuent in the language than I did last time., Wall, so
long 'till next week. Those cookies were great.

Love, Stephen )

)
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?44 &Mcember 6, 1965

Dear Folks: It has been raining here for the last week, It
rains off anhd on, and the air is always filled with little
droplets of water. Nothing new this week. We read the paper
everymorning. Read where the Y won their first two games. I
stayed up late last night working on the branch financial
report. Yesterday at church some sharp investigators came, the
Budets, they are really humble people and I hope we can get
them to see the light. You should have recieved a package

by now, and I am going to mail the other at the time I mail
this letter. We are really out of it as far as the rest of
the mission goes. This is one of the isolated places of the
mission, However, we get a mission periodical each week which
keeps us up a little bit. Tracting the other day we got on

a road that headed out toward the country, we decided to keep
going and we ended up in SFrance", I mean old villages, chateaus,
etc. We talked to some real old salty farmers. Just like
John Taylor when he was over here huh? Did I tell you what
we did on Thanksgiving? We road our bikes 20 miles down the
coast and hoarsed around as a district. 4 Elders and two sis-
ters. We went to a little town called Fouras. Elder Boshard,
found some oysters and we ate them raw. That is like they ar:
supposed to be eaten I guess. We came back and ‘ate a turkey
that the sisters fixed, which wasn't bad and then went to

a movie,"Lord Jim", with Peter 0'Toole., The Christmas lights
and decorations are up here in LaRochelle. In many ways it

is just like home, All the stores are decked out and the
streets are packed with Christmas shoppers. I had my first
haircut the other day. Elder Jolley cut my hair in Paris and
I had no¥ need to go to a barber. Pres. DeGualle is going

to have to go thru a ruh-off election with Frangois Mitterand,
as a result of last nites voting. My companion and I were to
lawy to go to one of the members house to watch the election

. returns so we wallted across the street and looked at a TV in
a store for a while. The voting was on Sunday. Every fast
Sunday we take a home sacrement meeting to Sister Rambe$u the
sister who gives us French lessons every Tuesday afsernoon.
She is very amusing. She thinks Joseph Smith was a clod and
thinks Brighmm Young was great. She reads the book of mormon
and bible each day. She speht 9 years in the states add is
really a walking encyclopedia. She is uhable to come out to
Church because of her heart. I'm getting a little better on
playing the hymns, but I still can only ‘play the easy ones.

My French is coming along I-guess. I understand better and better
every day, but my speaking doesn't (to me) seem to meking

any progress. Dad ‘wiat do you think about Nassers change of
heart? That is too bad about the plane ecrash near Camp
Williams, Did you know any of the people? Thanks mom for
sending the news. Thére was just a little box in the Trib
about it the day aféer it happend and we didn't know 100

much about it?. Have you found that little blue French
handbook by Bottke? That would come in handy if you could
even send it airmail., It doesn't weigh very much. In a

few minutes we are going to ‘give a lesson to an inactive mem-
ber Sister Noirbusson. She never had a testimony to begin
with and just joined because here husband did. ‘Dad, I am
about half way thru "Excellenc®", The reason I'm taking so
long, is that I am making notes '‘all the way thru it and am




8 December 1965
18 rue Gargoulleau
La Rochelle (Charen®

Dear Ann/ Y om're probably puzzlin i t1

this letter because it seegspthat o% :flwgéel gmlrltlng

implicati phylosop hical

p ations involved there can be none so difficult to

understand as the reasons why many of us in our different

situations or environments do try to remember all ot

the events or happinings in our life that make it

for us to take heed of certain oot et

obstacleBhat of course is

the true reason to why I am writing in this fashon as to such
that it does not seem possible that such an event could
take place, at any rate on so cold of a platform as tcssee
such people being tossed about at random into the depths of
the spaces of which we as members of a wicked human race knew
is the source of all t e members of the various organiwations
of the universe and those intellects and powers that it does
contain,

To¥ rectify this gros misunderstanding that these things
can be judged in a wgy which many deem manditery or to which
many cogniwant persons seem subjected, does indicate that the
greater bart of the human race would have somm need to De
flawlessly gone over from head to toe, or from head to knee-
cap - which ever would seem $0 accomplish the task in a more
consistant manner than was done before the beginning of the
existanse to which many of us attribuse the oranges or trans-
istor radios or even soppsuds or lawn mower blades.

I am sure that in Ybeing aggreeeement with me thus far
you do see some of the light that I am trying to open up in-
to your ckdsed and dardkly sealed life to which in breathing
the very air that you d reath can make it difficukt te analyze
such a gros misconception of other things, other than the other
things to which we attributed fdid4 those other things.

Ann, take my counsel and do not subject yourself or the
selves of your friends and family to the elements to which
many of us see as an escape to the realities of which seem un-
real or even to the magnifcationms of the munm minuse monstrosities
on the other side of the very world to which we as socalled mem-
bers of the human race subject our minds in a such fashion as to
not even recognime the values of such gros magnifications to
another if not better man than the very person who was mentioned
formerly in the last paragraph where I covered in a more detailed
manner that very subject.

I am sure it is very difficutl for you to wonder or to
even ask yourself the reasons why you think, or even reflect

if you will ofer the very same things that turn the clocks of
the human race, and even sometimes wind them to astronomical
hetghts or even to the infinite reaches of the very infinity that
we 211 kmow does not really exist, for as you know ann, we do not
exist nor do you or I, for we are all conglomerations of nothing-
ness as are the masses and masses of all the other matter that
doesn't exist in the vernause.

Merry Christmas Ann, from your missionary and mine (How's
Tex) Stephen



December 3, 1965
18 rue Gargoulleau
17 - LaRochelle, FRANCH

Dear Tom, Tim and troops: Being thouroughly pleased to hear

fror you both I was thouroughly pleased. Tom, your L/4
through and Ti. .s going te be R clod on campus with food
vn his tie, his mouth open and tongue hanging out, and holes
in his shoes. Man, I can't believe how the Time passes. It
has been eo.s. Thay tell me I'm a man now, but it's going
to be hard to impress that in my head. ‘

How is t e work in your respective missions. I hope your both
zetting as much satisfaction out of your work as I am. I
was in Paris for the first three nonths of my micsion and
have been here in LaRochelle on tae beach for close to two
months. We have a branch of about 60 ‘members of waich about
15 are relatively active. It is one of the few branches in
Prance left that have missionaries as branch presidents. I
am the comnanion of Elder Daniels who is the branch pres. I
im the branc: secretary and the organist. Ha, Would you be-
jeve it? This is the real thing. I'm resp, for the branch
financial report, haronic priesthood, and all the others, -
Historieal reports etc, Ve are in the Bordeaux district and
you wouldn't belkeve how sharp some of tie members are in this
.distriet. Oh yes, I also teach the priesthood lessou. It's
really rewarding wcrk.

In the way of prcselyting, we work in & small town on the
coadt called Chételaillon. It's almost smpti in Jhe wiuter
but packed with vacationers in the summer. I guess we'Ts not
going to matbh you fellers .ith baptisms but we'll get them
just the same. It's hard for a Frenchmen to be humble. (It's
hard for Taylor to be humble) Paris was an experience. I was
there with a2 worldly companion and all we did was price
Ferraris and Porches It was a poor experience, quelque chose
n'allait pas. ¥Ye're working pretty hard down here and it's
rewarding - I'm sure you find the case the same.

Tom, on m'a dit que vous avez Vu mes grandparents. I1've seen
Thor Leifson here a couple of times and he says to tell you
Hi. I think he's just completing his thrse year mission right
about now. His kids went to French schools and speak flawless

Prench as well as Fnglish., How would it b2?

Tim, if I were you I'd right Watts and see what he'd do for you.
You'd start out right as a Frosh wouldn't you? I think you

couli make it easily but rembmber just because it's a Vormon

school that doesr't mean there isn't any beauocracy or favoritism

concerning graduated highschool stars. karnest runs the team

no stiings attached with Vatts and if he doesn't like you

yeur throvgh., If it were basgketball that I was interested in

most, I'd go to a JC, because there is not much of a gamble,

and 1f your good in a JC, Utah or Utah State will pick you

up just like that. But if you were to go to the Y 2nd made the

team, (I don't think you would have any sweat) one basket in

a crucial point in a practice or a game gan make or break you.

The psycholeogy angle, especially with a flighty coach like

Rarnast is a big factor. He can tgeat you real bad;



One game at half we d.dn't play too well and he walked

in o the dressing room and looked at us and called us

a bunch.of damn ass holes and then left the room and didn't
come back until the fourth quartsr., ®arnes likes jou if
you have a repmtation., This is my opinion so don't base
your judgement on it. Get the opinion of somebody who

made the grade. I can look back on my Frosh BB and ree

2 point whera one hasket would Luve put me on ths Varsity
this year, Not the basket iisedff, but also the psychological
implications, communication and otherwise, involved. So
much irom the expert. Ha. You kidden me?.

Rain, rain, rain, We ride those crumby motsrbikes. Bad
news. :

You can each take a photo; Your-wslcome.

Girls, you kidding me? I think I've got one letter from
Eob “lacks girl, 2 from Whitg¢ng, a couple from Spiksbury
and one from my honey in Bgypt all of which mean nothing.
Ann is after my Bod. That a clod. (get it? bod? cled? ha ha)

Well not much alse to say. Gct one chance to play ball
in Paris aga‘nst a Lycéé., Clobbered em thanks te a kid
named Taylor's =coring prowess. ‘ '

Yeep)up the good work and may God be with.you guys,

Paylor



November 29, 1965

Chere fam‘lle: Winter has arrived. I read in th2 paper “hks”morm
ing where we wiped NV, but ASU von too. What 2n upside down con-
fsrence. The WA( 'sume lost a “ot of presteige ‘his year didn't i®?

I read about another plane crash in STC too. Charter to BYU game.

How are *hings un the home front? Ve just attended a District con-
ference at Bordeaux for the first meeti1g in the New chapel. The
membars in Bordeaux are raally cuarp ‘nd are really proud of their
chapal. Theve was really a fine apirit there. Ve want down on the
train with 7 of the members frem our branch. There was Soeur Guyot
who comes to 3acrement mee+ing only. She is first counssler 'in

our r;lief society of 3boit 3or4 active wommn. ha. Sosur Maigneron is
the president of the relief society '(Societé de Secours) These ladies
are both about 55. Frdre and Soeur Yoinard. ' Tney harve been thru the
Swiss tembde and are pretty substantial members.  Soeur ﬁoiﬂaqd is

a pretty zood head while here husband is really a clod, but were all
God's childeen (for Dad's benefit) Their kids are the bigist monsters
in the world and probably the reason for the lack of naw baptisms

in this c¢itv. They have to bg bcund and %ied during the meetings
Soeur Sauvaget who is 27 is a good member and has been to the states.
Wer little brogher, Fabrice (17) came too, It has been raining just
ghout every day here forthenlgStifgw‘days, I guess I don't really
mind it. It zets dark at 5 and is still dark until 8 in the morning.
I ‘have iust finished the reports for the branch. It didn't taks me
sn long this morning. With all thsse %vips, T had to shout the whole
wad “his month. It wis a pity not to bs able tu save 10 dollars.

I got the check today as well as a latler froa Grandma saring that
she had sean Tom Anderson, It's a small world. (How many times has
that “eesn said. Two pair of my shoss, not the good heavy onis, have
holes in the soles alrsady. T'1l have to get then to the cordinnerie.
It is not that yellow French grammer boek I want uanom, (and red) That
was the one I used back in hizhszheol. I want the little blue paper-
back that I used in College this year. It is by a guy named Bottke.
Thare should be two packages arriving for you by air ( they are both
1ight) I haven't m2ild them yet. Ors is for you snd Dad and the other
is for Dee., I don't bave all that much *to say, and avywiy it is
about time we left the apartment. Oh, have I tnld you of the other
missionairies in tre district. We have two sisters, one sister parry
from prove 2 gym teacher (27) and Sister Worris from somewher in
Washington, Rlder BWgkd®d sneaks out to Ré island and goes surfing
once a wesk. Sorvy I crossed out that name, but in the intersstes

of all involved I'll let him be the one to divulgg himself. It's
humorous though. Ey. Tov e /ﬁ

o




18 rue Gargoulleau
LaRochelle (Charente-Maritime)
FRANCE

Mission Secretary

Mission Frangaise de 1'Est
8, chemin William-Barbey
Chambésy (Gendve) Suisse

To whom it may concerng:

We here at the Branch of LaRochelle are in need of
a list of the Branches in the French East Mission. A
French serviceman who belongs to the Branch of LaRochelle
will soon be given a choice of cities in France, one of
which he will want to be transferred to.

We would appreciate your help in procurlnﬂ this list
for us. Thank- you.

Sincerely,

«

Blder Daniels
‘ (Branch President)



November 22 1965

Folks: : at Ina couple of days it will be
December/: isn't it? How are things going? It's
almost JO otclqck re.\ Usually monday morning we spend filling
out our/ various reports. t's gusaally dark uutil almest 8:00.
Therefore when we go down“to the marché to shop all the marchands
use flashlights. The weather here lately has been some of the
worst that LaRochelle has seen. Gusts of up to 115 mph as well
as constant winds at 65 or 70. Ve rode oyr solexes oult to
Chatelaillon in this weather and got blow
path several times. When we got out therg ih
somethin. else. The road for a while goep alo
tracks and just on the other side 'f the ftracks
But the road is at least 150 yards away firom vhe tmacks. Well
anyway, the salt water taste ,| and not from
rain, I have a pancho't ! ely dry except
for my feet and head, but thaoge wedt. In the
town of Chatellaillon Atself,\the waves ething to see. I
have nevef \seen\ storm "tempete”\in the ocean| but great big

ashing aghinst the dike >r re: g -wall, over it
and smashing ag st the: hou es\on~t d. Sea water
was running @ll ru the city d." Thsrefore
a8 a result v \somethin to
see. A }arg a bay/ and sunk
killing 4 me: ad I got, your book,
; 'and it was forwarded

; . A\ | understanp is how

it got te Rué \du Chateau because Ri JChateéau is in the 1l4th. ..
Luckey there ils only one rue du Chateaw in Paris,” 'I have read t__
chapters and a mawed and thrilled,-really, about how this guy
in simple undexstandable words describes our society interms of .
equalitarianism,” hereditary ierms, and le. the best man wiu terms,
It, thus far, is really a fascinating book. Is I said, I have i
only read the first 20 pages, so give me time to make an analysis.
Mom, as long as were sending books heres a list: That Ast Book,
That 1ittle Blue Paperback French érammar book that I used at the
Y. Even the blue verb pamphlet too if you can find it.
Jesus the Christ. I have lost so much weight that I'm not fat
anymore, 1f you want you can send those grey slacks rans cuff that
went with my herring bone suit. All by sea svp. None of these
things aie all that necessary but they could all be useful. I was
thinking of getting you 2 print for cristmas if I can find a nic:
one. There are some beautiful scenes. Beatle type caps are
popular here in Europe. I thot I'd send the Fool one. We've
got some good investigators. I hope we can baptise some of them.
I give a little more of the lessons eacnh time, and I guess the
language is comeing, but I don't have it down b, a longshot I
Just saw in the trib, that the Y beat Ariwona and ASU beag
Wyoming so it looks like we'll have a shot for the champinship
in a fluky conference huh? Irony in France: FEveryone seems
to hate DeGaulle but on the other hand, everyone seems to think
that he will be electied. I have « surbprise Slide that you will
really be impressed with when you get it. Rotsaruck.

he s

%o m”riﬁ

Chiteau Paris 17

Love Stephen,






LaRochelle, Nov. 15 1965

Dear tamily, We‘ll start off with the weather. It has been

quite cold here the last couple of days. There is always water in

the air in the form of little droplets. ‘I was surely pleased to

see that we won the homecoming game against Utah. I noticed in

this mornings trib. that we lost to CSU.* I wikll be anxious to gzet

the clippings to see what happend. I was also shocked to rsad

about the Plane crash in SLC., -Was anyons important onm it? I guess
mayie you will hav includsd some clippings la dessus, I guess you
heard about sister Edith Isntely didn't you? Did you kaow her

mothsr by any chancs? I keep trying to place her in HighSchool,

but I can't guite do it., Her face is certainly familiar however.

I never met her here in the Mission field, but just before I wes
transferred to LaRochelle she was here for 10 months. 'Consequently
many of the membérs here knew 'ier and a couple were very close to
her. ‘She was killed on her Solex while taking a call-back with her
companion in her tracting area, Her areca is Cha&atillon whicech is in

the banlieu of Paris. (Like Kéains or Holiday is to SLC) Ve had

a district conference in Bordeaux last tueésday at which President
Hart attended. Theis was the ccnference at whiceh I gave my talk.

I don't ‘know if I blew it or not; LAnyway my theme was planning

your work. I think I told you. I got some more slides back, but
there are only three s’ides taken in LaRochelle, I thot I would

shoot another role, inasmuch as you have never seen LaKochelle and
the:r send them to you. Y ou should get them in a couple of weeks.

We have been working pretty hard lately. We have been getting a

lot of teaching in this weeE. RElder Daniels is giving me a chance

to do a little teaching. And with rore and more eaich time, I think

it will come. We have some sharpy investigators in this li%tle

town of Chatalaillon and ye think we might have some possible
baptisms. There haven't been sny baptisms in this town for a while
and President Hart wants us to get on the ball and baptise someone;

We in the branche have been working with the members on the genealog y
program trying to get them to fill out thelr % sjnjration shiets.

lan T don't envy the job of a bishop. The Froblems come up ev~rywhere.
Everything from tte heating in the mtg. hall br#aking down to who
knows what, Its all part of the test I guess. Letters have a natural
tendency to exaggerate, so don't get the impression that Steplen

D, Tgylor is over here working his head off. Ve are working pretty
hard, but I do get a chance to read the clippings you send me. Havig
forget all the lessons, now, I have to memorime them ovér too. Ha.

How are things at home? Hew is thrimp? the yard? Has Dee finished
my job of beating the VW yet? or does he take the Buick to school
every day? Ha. We don't miss a day except Sudday of getting ‘up at

6., Even if we do get to bed real late, that's no excuse. The thing
that 1s amazing is ‘the knowledge that you can do it. Sure your tired,
but only if you think about it. Elder Daniels has zot self distipline
and I hope some of it rubk off on me. No reflection on Elder Jolley,
nice guy and all that, but there is no comparison, I hope I can
mak4 a Juniom companion proud of me someday. No mother I am not a

Sr. companion. Contrary to what gour friends teel you about their
sons becoming Srs. after several monts out, it is not the same here
with Pres, hart in the Freach Mission. Even the sharpest Elder is not
made Sr. until he has been out about a year, This cuts down on a lot
of jealousies many of which there are. Mggjgtslalmost Christmas, The
stores here have already put out their dee attons¢'No more room, lo/f

<



Nov 7, 1965

!

Hi, I've just completed my duties this morning at Suday
school and at fast mtg, Today I was sec. of the Aaronic
priestood, sunday school, sacrement mtg. Oh yes, also I was the
organist for today. I have lots of reports to do tonite, but
I shall give you'a break, and drop you a note. Tuesday, we
are going to Bordeaux for a district conferencé, and my companion
and I are going to have ‘o0 give talks of 15 minutes each, My
subject is Plan your work and work your plan.. A typical
missionary slogan I guess, but just the same a profound one.
Sometimes missionary clichés like these are fairly importent
even tho they sound corny. As you can see I am sfill a little
proud, Lest you missunderstand, this is a distiict missionary
conference, therefore the talk is to be in English. We have
really tau:ht some sharp and humble people this week. I suré
would like to baptise some one. The one in Paris fell thru,
we don't know why, but wé& think he started smoking again and
therefore didn't come out to church., Negligence on our part
was part of it I'm sure. I am sure ZZgd/ glad that I have a
sharp working companion with a testimony of what he's doing.

I am really enjoying going ‘o bed tired and getting 6 hrs. sleep
some nites. It's tough for a while but it is surprising how

you get used to it. I still have a lot of my lamy traits, but

I think I'me improved a little from this s mmer. Remember last
week me telling you haw great the weather was?‘ Well, I should
have knocked on wooll. This week wasae cold 'as ... fcrget it.
Man, I put those thermals on right away! We were tracting in
Chatelaillon and we came across a Préte Catholique (Cathol-

ic priest) He said he couldn't recieve us in his house because
he would camse proplems with the other curée in town., Chat-
elaillon has only about 5000 psople. Bu' we stood in the col d
and talked to him for about 2 hrs, He was near blind, sincer:
poor, wise, almost enough to give you faith in the abominable
church, He had lived in Paris all his life and had been

famous once upon 2 time for his radio program over Rafio Lux-
umborg. Oh yes, the rain has started too. I bought an um-.
brella some mittons for ridihg my bike, a sailor pull over ear
cap, a beret, thats all., It's kind of salty here, with all

of the old sailors. The kids wear P coats, turtle neck sweaters,
and cask hats, I don't know if you've ever seen the beatles '
wear them, the hats I mean. Dee may know., They're roughly °
similary to a policemans hat. We bu¥ ‘a Herald Tribune each
morning and keep some what up to date on VietNam, etc; KuKlux
Klan, Alabama ftrials etc, Franc and Russia relations. DeGuall
has decided to run, and proclaimed himself the immortal savior
of France, which I guesc is in part true. But, what &n
egotistical person. How are thinzs at home? Right know I'm
waiting on the score of the Utah BY U game. It will be in the
trid tomorrow but there will be no details. So keep sending

the football clipings coming. I sent Mi 1it a card when I first
came out but we havent been corresponding. Tim and Tom and I
hav a three way chain letter which we just started. Ann baby

has sent me a couple of letters, I write Marie in French? You'll
remember we took French together. I wrote a letter to Farida

in Egypt to tell her I was in France and a wecsk later got a long
letter. At Mrs. Nelsons request I sent Dee a card and got a
letter from him. No more space, see ya next week. ; 0



November 1, 1665

Dear Family: 1I've been about a ,eek in LaRochelle now, and I really
like it. As Secretary of the Branch, I have all theke forms to fill
out, Historical reports to write, rolls to keep etc. It is not hard,
but takes a lot of time and I enjoy the responsability.. It has been
bed at 11:30 or 12:00 and up at 6 each day except Sunday 'whan we. get
up at 7, After a while you get to enjoy the work and gZetting up
early. That is not to say you get tired once in a while. We have
done a 1littla traveling to see members in our areawm, but out of La
Rochelle. Ve went to Rochefort once, Angouléme. Our trarting area is
13 ks out of town in a town called Chatelaillon. It sort of compares
to Facific Grove in California, I really do like the sea, and walking
by 1t. Elder Daniels is a competant Blder, he gives mé a chance to
speak, even forces it on me, and when I baow it he skillfully interuputs.
If I ever get to the point that I don't like his personality, I will
still have no reason to evsr complain about the mmount of work we

do. The weather here has been unbelievable for the last féy weekg., 1.
has been perfect. Altaoug the mornings have been quite cold the
afternoons are cool and crisp and sunny. Just looking outside now,

it looks like the wind is blowing. %e live on the first floor of a
botel right near the center of town. We shop everymorning at a

march¢ (marke*) cbout a block away. The salle (meeting hall) is about
a2 block fut“her away, The sisters live inan apartment Just abowe the
salle. I don't know why I cin't tppe thismorning. The rent is

$30 a month, double what it was in cent vingt-six, I gave a talk in
Church yesterday. There are about 60 members in the Branch of which
about 10 are very adtive and another 7 or 8 are partially active.

It's small but everything is done just the same. The spirit of the
members is really great however. This has probably been said a
hundred times before, bui the pecple in Wion have it a lot easier than
they know, and sometimes I wonder if that isn't a problem. 1ln France
Mormonism is synominous with TJ's (Temoin Jehovah or Jehovah's Witness
to you.) lormonisme sometimes carries 4 bud conotation here. The
French as a whole are hard to understand, The Catholic Church has been
as abomnible as the seriptures ray. It is a business. It has ziven
the people ¢ letter of the law net a spirit of the law attitude, and
consequently their system of right and wrong seems to me to be all
inside out., There are ctill somec people waiting to be found however,
and that is why were here, In the French Version of Readdrs Digest
there has been published a condensed version of Vardis Fisher's Novel
on Joseph Smith. That hasn't done too much to help things. That's
ano her thinz about these French. They are so much more likely to
believe somethingz bad about somsthing than something good, Even tho
this is a novel by a person turned against the church, they jump to
swear by i1t's truth. They jump on the palygamy aspect. Net realiwin:
that there are probably more dual marriaiges, and adultries (It is very
very difficult to get a divorce in Francha because of the Catholic
Church, ano her example of letter of the law) than in any other country,
People are funn:y. (Especially ones who can't spell funny correctly.)
Well how are things at home? It seems hard to believe that 4 months
have gone by. In some ways it seems slow, and in others fast. I don 't
really know if I've impressed npon myself the fact that I'm going to
be here for a long time, but I'ts coming., Dad did you rember to sen d
Susanne Olsens parents address? Mom I think you ought to come to

meet me, the whole family for that matter. It's a little early to

be talking about it I guess. They'll probably release me a couple

of weeks early for Christmas, so check when school starts 2nd semester

and ses what we can work out. Out of paper See you next week, Love Ste
’
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October 24, 1965

Dear Familjl‘this is goihz to be' a qﬁickie. I have been
transferred to La Rochelle as companion to the Branch ¢
President there ‘Elder Daniels. He was in our apt. in «

al] ,
'Paris for 2 months., I am Secretary of the Branch believe:

it ‘or not. I never reuliwed how much work it is, especially
when you' re 'sec., of the Aaronic Priesthood, Relief Society,
Primary, etc. all at the same time. It is really a ‘change
for fhe good, Teason no. one, because this time I have

a sharp companion, no; 2 we do lots of work. I have to

give a talk in Sacrament mtg. next Sunday. I feel like

John Taylor, the first missionary in France. We are in

the sticks of the mission. ILa Rochelle is a beautiful

little port with lots of history. It is quaint with arcades,
and old salty saidors all over the place. The branch is

very small, and the members very dedicated with more faith
than you can imagine. We meet in a little old hall en

a narrow street. Y ou may not believe it, but I played

the postlude in Sacrament mtg. tonite. I played a bunch

of hymees in C G or F. I'm going to start playing some
hymnes in church soon. We are doing some proselyting in

a little fishing town named Chatalaillen about 13 Ks from

La Rochelle. We ride out there every day on Solex. It is

a real nice ride., The Atlantic is cold and gray this time

of year, although there have been a few nice days dately.

I don't have much more to say, mainly bedause I'm quete

busy. I'll try to get more in to you the next time I right.
How are things at home? I don't know the score of the last
football game. I guess that week layoff has got me all

mixed up. There are 2 sisters and 2 elders besides us in

La Rochelle., Find it on the map., It is above Bordeaux.

Find Angoul3me too, we went there Saturday for a Branch
President conference. It is a quaint old town om a hill, All
of the towns are very old.

Love until next tim



1 GUINET, Mureille 3 Rue du Doctgur Roux - La Rocheglle

ﬁLLA PORTE, Sylvie Port Neuf Bat. 23 Ese. B Porte 19-La Rochglle

3 POUPEAU, Martine Fabignne 4#- rue du Marché-Chatalaillen

4 ROUSSEAU, Joselyne Frangoise 43 Cité Lafayette Aytré-LaRochglle

5 THRYOFF, Catherine Lucette 54¢t56 ave, Edmond Grasset-LaRochglle

6 BODIN, Nicole Maryse Danny 9 Tue Saint Le - La Rossignolettg-LaRochelle
7 DOLD, Joelle Roselynq 89 ave dq Rompsay - La Rochelle

8 POUPEAU Josgtte Madeleine 44 rue du Marché- Chatalaillen

9 POUPEAU, Marianne Edith Nicolle 44 rue du Marché - Chataillen

Nom des Pafaptqs



Sunday, Oet 17, 1965

Dear family, as you can see, I got my typewriter fixed and
cleaned, along with a new ribbon. I really don't know what
I'd do without this machine. The last letter I wrote to you
drove me crawy. Well, the "freewe is on". The mornings are
tarting to get cold. When I get up every morning at 6 (Can you
elieve it?) I zo across the hall to the head, Mom, you know them
s Arab toilets, I come back and but on that grey sweater, and then
hat Pendelton Shirt, one of the most valuable items I have and
ither go into the kitchen or the closet to study my lessons. If
am in the kitchen, the other Elders come in to shave somner or
ater, and I'm forced to the closet. I do this for an hour and then
have myself. If I happen to be cooking, I go down to "faire le
ours” (shopping to youg For breakfast, I'm an eggs and much
an, I either grand some wheat or make some Quakers. I usually
01l the eggs. Sometimes with it we have chocolate, But anyway,
go down at 7:15 first to who we call the"youghourt lady? We have
Sdifferent names of reference for all the merchants in the area. For
wexample the youghout lady scgls dairy products, wine and cheese.
o«The Swuirrlly lady does our laundry, the Lavriey (Laundryy lady
vdoes our shirts etc.etc, Then I go to the bakery and get 2 big
®long leaf of bread. 'As yov know, the gread here is good, but it
rohas no nutiitional value at all. Pardon my spelling mistakes, I'm
o' going to bother going back over everything. Anyway we eat
reakfast about 7:45. The concierge comes up with the mail
bout 8:55, and we're usually dressed by then. By nine we should
e out proselyting. In the morning we usually tract, and take
ny morning meetings we have made. lost often, mectings are not
ade for the morning, but for the aft&rmoon and evening. The lunch
our is about 2 to th®ee hours long. During this time we eat and
then do anything else we have to do. Study, write letters etc. or
a nat nap, Meetings, call backs, calling on members take up most
of the afternoon, ana the evening usuall, has meetings in stors.
Most of the time we are in bed by 10:30. I think I might get a
transfer tomorrow, although I Adon't know for sure. There are 17
‘new Elders coming into the mission in a couple of days, and there
have already been two big transfers already, so I'm about due. I
wont say I'm looking forward to getting rid of this companion, but
change to a worker, would sure be great. The grass is always
reener en the other side of the fence, but sometimes you wonder
fter being last in your distric$ with no effort for improvement for
©three straight weeks. Anyway, I'm getting a chance to get the lessons
learned. I should be completed by next week. The weather, althou:h
cold has been without rain, and I understand it gets a lot worse than
this. .I guess I told you that I bought a trunk, If you ever get
a chance, I have a textbook some place by a womdn from Yale on Art.
It was from one of my classes in Cairo. Now read carefully. I do
not need this book. Repeat: I do not need this book} But that is
%ﬁ subject that has caught my interest lately, with all the museums
s
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October 13, 1965

126 Ru1e du Chiteau
Paris FRANCE

Dear Dege, check that "Dee":
Taanks for that aote. I was quite impressed to recieve that
air letter all the way from Nouvelle Zezland, Vou'll 1ave to
perdon all the holes ian the paper, not to mention the typagrafical
grrors, becsuce yoi're not impertant enough to efase. How are
the people down there? They probzbly want to hear what you
have to say more than ths French do. Do you have t» learn
the Maori language down there® Here in franca we havy tooledrn
French, Theoreti~ally, were surmosed to got €5 hrs a wo3k
proselytingz too, hut that is thaoretiecally. As you remember,
the French rission was the big spostzcy mission, Church of the
First RPorn etc, I t.ink it still hes remnents of this past.
Tre worale and the spirit of the mission, however is generally
better than the oiher missions of Wurcpe. I guess like the
snrirtures say, the gentiles are going to start te riject the
gospel, and then we'll have to s tart workirg on the Jewr. This
g no™ tc say that the Prench or ary other Eurorean mission is
discouraged, but these arsn't baptizing missions. We get a lot
of baptisms and the memtrers hers ar; just tremendous - i ey have
to go thru so much, Changing their whole way of life. The
Chu~ch also has a bad raputaticn here in Frarce especially
from the velygamy point of view, There are uo magy mi.understood
concepslions *“hat we have te iyt our war thru. TIres. Hunter

is a
but if ever
s on her
that was dis-

Did your e
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bad.
I never did know her,
thers class, it wa
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d th
sent it to me and it was great.

She wrotle &

told us that this was a nionseer m.szion and he certainly was
right. TIt's great tho irn's it the cenere of a positiv, direction
fegl once yor gs* ot hegre and s -art tvo work.é Agtar 2 yrs.

» Of apcstac one in Cairo and the other at tle Y niﬁi:&ear, I've

5ell you?
there was an
]
Q
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Ihdid not know
girl that ur

paper.

de:ided to study, work rny but off and accommlish sometiaing for

a chenge T™i1¢ languar3 po~es the bigsgest problem and andlher
big one is communication #specially with Senior companions, 0]
«Specially if :hey are ~lods like the onz I've got now.( There

is my first barrior To overcole A8 you can cee. Fetting along
with my SC. 'The only time this guy likes to work is whern he has"
to force himsedf to take in u movie or something, I d-n't know-
IYou would never believe all the e~cuses he comes up with. I Jsuess
it's my job thru positive actions and ex.mplerL tu get him on tre
bale 2mh? Dut it is a tough job to say the least. I can't

wait for Iy senior companionship.



Est-ce qu'on va stomper encere? J'al entendu que l'administration
a 'it qui le stomp est defendu & BYU. Je ne v:is g f€ Tien dire

au sujet de cela, On nc¢ peut pas stomper ici dans la champs
istionaire. Oui, c'est interdit. C'est drdle, n'est pas?

Je cais bien que c'est JEYYF ennuid d'aller au cours frungaiis

cuard aucuvne personne et 12 pour bavard:r. Que puis-je¢ falre? Sauf
qu'il soit de veous écrire des petites mots de mou corfur. Je

suis tris romantique, vous zavez. ifen compunioua est vralment

un phinque. Cemme j'ai dit auparavanc, c'es® 1l'uae des legous
qu'on doit apprenire dans .e chiarps wichionaire., Dis donc, storyez-
vous encore, en dehors de BYU? No voisins au ¢’ iqitue (ous sommes
au quatridme) (4tage, *hat is) discnt cue nous, les mishionaires
faisent trop Ae bruit Il y a beaucoup de miszhivnaiires qui cont
ni.en (you'll have t¢ leok Lhal werd vp) Ctlest di%le qu'il y en

1 beau~oup ici sans aucun reiscn sauf oa ne rals pac. J2 suils
prescue teruiné avec des dircus’ons (3p) et je corpre¢nes pas

mal de franga’s, mais il ’este toujours bsauco .p & faire. Ou

trouve Guymon? Vons L'avezm vu? Ann m'éerivait uny lettre.

omne Loujours elle veut bien ma boed. (I sound like I've uatured
"ot don't I?) Ju nr vais pas vius demarder coument vous aimnez

es levis dont e vous ai dcnné, parce que je szis bier cuve vous

es aimz trés bien, piice gque vous les porter chaque jour. EFEt
rtant si je me soiviens *ien, de toute fazer 7o' & étiez toufcurs

rulby. (Oh,parden) You did realime T gress thet there avre nany

unny letter: on this tyrevriter, I ucld you thai before didn't

2 Por exul 2ia Qééq?ﬁééﬁé:ﬁ?I?Q{f}2§ﬁ23x567fg(try thet .gain)

%2 1 1 ws semble que 1'annde derni~e est lorgteups pass8. Je

@ suvuviens biei: dg¢ Frosh basketball, etc. ete, mais queund

8me 1s w2 svmhle gue =435 choses scn (loignew de moi. J'aime

ien 7ous derire en Prangails, et je vous tiens comme unse mgmoiry
la stomp, .t le Guraud Gedrge. Ldestewziomme "Ous 8%e¢c maintenant,
1a flaar d'Austratl’s ung oonre fymme. Vous Tour couvingw

TLarry Boyce? Maiatenant il se trouve & Paric. Jus.sment

va & 1'dcore Americiin (American Uuiversity of Paiis) J'aa

ingé qualques fois vlugz Lui. Dans 1'uvenis nous allons Jjoues

7e basketball 3i on peut troiuver ude place nour le faire. Il

1 qualque jours je 3uis allé au conceut ¢2 la ilodern Jazz

Juartet., C'dtait tr-ds dior., Hirr e sui® allé au Salon

*Autouobile d= Paris, C':3t uny  xhibition de toutez les nouvelles
wohures du moade, Quand méme je¢ suls aklez Pris gvec la travail

?i3hina‘re. Les menmbres frargais sont trés cooyanie. Neus pouvons

pprendre brauzoup d'eux. (Cwud this is zud news “yping in French.)

uestqequevousfaiteslat low's things. A gryat 3xperisnce here

: Prance, *‘n Paris plutdl that I nsm hav 'ng. In all fachions,

Aow goes *he schicdl tlherz? Do you make the ski always. Does

Zhe big George li%e well his mishen? Ny mother me hus teld tuat

yeu kave made ne»™ accuiintance. That is very nice. Do you wear
the adlers 2lwovs, Is big Jim Eakins 3till around with Sally

Seag, (oh pardom) I guess I really aon't sound 1l.ke I've made -
+00 mrch improvement in tke way of maturity, bat on: Las t5 rescri

¢ the o0ld daye cice in 2 while to reinvigorate oneslef on the

Lings in life {¢ warcl orne sltould reinvigorate onesleffe.(ictygully

hat was just an effort to invalidace that last typeocgrafical

rror. Je ne dis pas grand chose, aien?
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October 13, 1965
126 Rue du Chéteau
Paris, France

Deéir Brother and Sister Olson:

I don't think I have ever had the oppurtunity to meet you,

but my name is Stephen Taylor and I am serving a two and

one half year mission here in France. You may know my father,
Weldon J, Taylor., He is Dean of the College of Business at
BYU.

I am writing to you as a result of reading a research paper
written by your daughter Suzanne. This was her paper on "the
atonement" which was circulated throughout the faculty at
Brigham Young by president Wilkénson. This paper was for-
warded to me by my father and his secretary, Toni Morrel. With
it was the news that Suzanne had passed away at the hand of
lukemia,

I would like to extend to you my deepest regrets. I had the
oppurtunity of graduating from Prove High School with Suwanne,
and taking an accelerated English course from Mrs. Nelson with
her. I didn't know Suzanne very well, but what I did know,
and I'm sure that you knew it too, is the fact that Suzanne
was always on top of the class. If there was only one "A" to
be had in that class with Mrs. Nelson, it was on Susmanne's
paper,

This same "A" quality was exemplified in her paper on the
atonement of Jesus Christ. This paper is in my file at this
moment as a reference to the marvelous sacrifice of our Lord.

Shocked as we all are, we have no regrets or reserves as to
Suzanne's accomplishments here on this earth., Susanne was
blessed with ten talents, and she used them all. That is why,
I'm sure that the Lord needed her so soon.

Again, accept my heartfelt regrets.

Sincerely,

Elder Stephen D. Taylor



October 13, 1965
126 Rue du Chiteau
Paris, France

Dear Brother and Sistdr Olson:
I don't think you have ever met me, nor me you, but my name
‘is Stephen Taylor. I had the priveledge



October 13, 1965
126 Rue du Chiteau
Faris 14, FRANCh
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Dear Dad: Thanks fcr your letter.
to get your supvort, advice and encouragement. It's fuang,

how you take for granted £1l this advice alil turu your life
until you get to a place vwhere you find that it is all true

and that if you haa needeu it before you wculd be .n that nuch
The problems ir the field? Cemmunication,

+the o0ld l'o.mon term beckbiting,

T

ta2ttar shipe than ever.
'rocrastinaiion (making excuses),
Ratinonaligetion, ard on and on. These I guess are tle same
probleme that life as a whole Las to offer., It was sure easy

to get around them before thouch, by not doing much of anythin
and nut 1eally caring vh.re your acticms opicught y2u cr wshal
cther people thoi of what you ¢id. Put these things that you've
sbeen telli.sy me all my life =¥e .eal, and there.

I supposa this i: *the big ritual that's gomne on thru the
wao ig growirg up finding out that his
Pall I'.: following the sane

im2, tell me how Dee i
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ve ot & long way tu g0 ) apnly tuese

y one .
paper,
ess,

:r from the family,

track { guess, and I’
,£ gommunicetion, non-procrastiination, and rationali-

principles «°
zat.on in my own sgxies of numan interadtions. I uell you, It

is really hard to try to gct +he Yast word cr cut the other
It is .ard to not te¢ll him about the r1little things"
You ' ve right. Emphasise *he posi-

1 vverl de it.

f31low down.
like I always hurt lom with.
It's not as sasy as it sounds, but . guess I'm going to
Yatbs I'11 start i, Ly writing these tuings
All it amounte to is

rith sports s9te, Is

I have no addr
buay, =o don'

If there was onl
let

always on her

tive.
give 1t an effert
down, and puiting & caru in Ly pocxet.
taking sevirad little sterc backward to get 2 gilant ony {orward.
Put il's true, those lelters c¢f yours are worth their weight in
gold just a2s a stimulant to Zet up at 6 thz n¢xt mo.ning. It's

not hard and I've been doing it pretty well. 3yt I'm going to

have a jurrose out hare. If I'm out here I might as well do

waat I came for., So many are out here waisting thelr time, and
this is not what I want., I wa t you, wom, and God *o be proud

of me. You're smart enough. not to make any Judgemeﬁts by thi

letter I think, but I really hope you'lll be proud cf the

1t really shocked me to hear about Suwann
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' Pimiahed result.
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Octob”r §, 1965

Passion runs-hiigh a~ 2 mom®n% 1lix<*® this. Th® chill that w°n% thru
m®-th® minu$®-I saw that blu” air-1°tt°r this mornings I kn®w right
th®r end $h®»® %h® pert®n* it-would-carry thru-eut th® r°st of my
1if*, On® 1°tt°r and & chang®d lif®. VWhy Ladr't-I writi®n to you?
I thet it was ell ov®r for us-that night yeu kiss®d n®:- That was
th®- mosl w al "st-mest insinc®r®st kiss®st i'v® ®v°r f£2&f®st. (You'll
he¥®~t> pardon th® “Ls en this machin® & éerir®) Having pr®viously
nast®r®d th® ianguug® I bevght a2 fr®nch typrit®r and tL® ® 40®s®nt
work, Wh°r® w®r® w®? 6h y®s;;;...“-88 Passioun® Dn®s Slack knew -~
about m® and you.- Le®s L® know about thet mit® &t th® Blu: Porrac®,
Sport Shep;y and-G°n*r®? Ok DEgL what a-mit®., I say th*® Med®rn

Jazz Quart®t tr® oth®r wit®, znc hav® b*"n “xamining F®rraris =t
th® Paris Auto Shew-teday. This s purly 2 pagan 1*tt®r as th®
nist®nkairys us® th® werd. Thfs ® is r®aliy bsd n*Js. -~ w

I can b®at Slack out for you sny day of th® w®"k., ¥ ask®d kim on”®
day if h° was 2 man or a mous®, and you ¥now what h*® toid m*7e H®
said "1 don't know, but eon® into my~hol® a £°w minut®s and w71l
taxt abort i¢.3 Ha Ha g%°t~it? H 01*? ’‘fous®? g*t 1it? ha Hol®?
Ab®m, Th® fadt that you'r®-iusy ought—-te k*°m you busy and away
from mauvsis influ®ne®r 1ik® slack., F* drinks 1**r occaisionaly
do”®sn't h®? Hov's school. I-h®ar “r~i®g clamp®d down on th*
stomps. ‘Stomp on “rimi®! Gt it ha-hz ha Stosp om “rni®. if-
th® army g®ts shold of slack you 'n m»® 'll 'av® it maid. B8y th®
way wats °° doin lat®ly s=ay-for? I'm out ¢f my mind, Hew ar”® you
anyway., Thanks for th® 1°*tt*r. Yoewmw said vou'd deo—it and you &id
It-2iv®s a young maa pangs ef hung®r “o. vem’m th?y lov®, ®sp®cially
lik® you. “Why did you do it? Why did you giv® m® pangs of - rung®r?
If ='d hav® kn wn you-w®r that s®rious about m® I might hav® had

tim® to chang® my 11f*., Buw. naw it's too lat®, F'm afraid.- De”s
Gary still zo wich Jan? Doe®s Tom ~tils go with B2v°rly? De®s Beb
stilY go with Kathy? I ju~t put thes® in-b®caus® th®y ar® typical
1°tt%r gy¥ clichés. Giv® bod my r°gafds “v°n tho you will b® doing
it im d%c®ption. Try to k®®p a s*ratgit fae® I think it's b°"t°r
h® n®v’r know cur s®cr®t, and th®n w* cun r®ally ruin his 1if® wh®n

it counts. Lov"® and kizs®s. I-cam dr®am ab~ut you cau'i I? Passion
was so High, that I wrot” this 1°tt°r 1h"° saw” day I got yours. Norm-
elly that amounts for a less of a let of pridas, but who cares whaen
it's passica anu love. Whaen you comming oOVar te se m,? Bob?
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Monday, Octeber 4, 1965

— s

I."s noon, and I just got bacl: from the Mission hom=, and from

the First N.t'I Tank on th= Champs Elés¥és from cafhing my ~heck,
It's hard to b°lieve, h~Caus* summers weather is here in the

fa’l. Th® weatf>r has really be3n great, a little Cool, but that
sakes it all th® mer~ comforfables’ got Paxmén~ newsietter in

th® mail today. It was quite interesting te r-ad all that gossip;
It talk=d about your tFfip te th® canyen. I thHot that _as guite
8*1fish not tn take the dos aleong fer The exesrdise. 'm auxiovely
awai“ing Th* scor~“eof th~ football Z$m= bet. th~ Y and Orgon,
That is really Something about thcs® firs* two games, I dom't
know wh°n"you s*nt th~ sho=s, but They haven't arr:ved af yst. Wa
found ~om®mor® ~xcus®s not to proselyte this week. It s*~m=s thoy
ar® going to r~is® the remt en this plsce ard my companion saw that
ag "n_oppirtunity To fiX the plsc® up. This may Fourd odd te jou,
but I hops th* tim> come*s soon wh™n I'll hav~ time to prosz<lyte.
I mite as w2ll"t+I1l you, befor® you start sending all this =xtra
mon*y in my ch-cks, that I have 70 dellars im trav®lers checks
now. I was going tn k°%p it as a2 surprise and have som*thing
l1ike $500 at th* »nd 6f =my m*ssiom, but that wouldn't be fair
to_ydu who ha¥* to ske1l it ouf. But her< is my thopry:~ If I
budgst mv men~y cnrrectily Iik® this, t8ke 10 nr 20 out <arh _
check, and put it into t>avellers checks, I will never have .o
ask for mer®. "It's too ®asv to blow yodr momn°y en junk, th~refore
if yoil can takx® it out at th® first of ®ach month you vill have

a nic® rell wh*n c*rtain things ~em2 up lik® trarsfers, major
r¥pairs on th* $o0l~X, and when I reach a §-n16r“companion I

b® abl® to bu;” slike® presjectors, and slide presentations sans
naving to ask for mor® money. Tt is not hard to her~ at 126
becaus® th® rert is se cheap. But if I work it ~ight nothing
should hav® to chang® frem a 100 dodlar chi~ck 3ach monthl, It's
too bad that I have to wait fill Aow to realim® th? vailai® of th
mon*y your s*nding m*, but boIf+v* m* I'an tryifig_To _do my b2st.

Tt reallr makes you si~k te s<* Flders out her= g+tfing 150 plus
a_montn and s¥ill getfing in d-Pt. Saturday nit® we really had

a treat, w* wont to 5% th® Mod*~n Jazz "uartet ~t Thoenew
Television building her® in Paris. It was quality *nt~riainme-nt,
to _say the 1leasft but th» andi~nee d‘dn't merit much. Lilt*n te

th® ATbum I hav® of th~irs,"Pyrimid". I am still progressing in
th* lessons. I"n net Zoing to reach my goal o7 3 months., But

T am going to reach th~ s=cond goal I s=t of 3 and 1 half wmenihs.
As you remember I s*t my nrigional goal for / and a half, That's
rationaliwation for you. I still go tracting with th~ Flder who
had com® 2 months sfter m». I tock my first n®eting aleone with
hin. tee, th® other day, It was an Imteresting *xXpeTi®nce to be
on your own. IT1l sur~ b~ happy whn I g°t th=s® le®ssoms over
with.What is the® r*action theres Im town about this years foet-"
ball team, I gufs< I shoiild hav~ aske®d that qu®stiun aft®r the
resudts of th® Or®gon gam® huh? LarTy Boyc® is s*aying h r* in
Parig and going feo th~ Am®rican coll*g® here, I%'s quit® a cmall
schoel. Is fath°r is"goifig to tak® command of a ship in the -
navy soom., Looks lik® th® page is about ready to Tuh eut., Marie
wrot® and said sh® sot th® Levi's. $S*° ya n*x. w2~k. Lov®

)

-—
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Sunday, Sept. 26, 1965

Dear—family: This week certainly has beeil a chinge. It Haw only ~
rain~d one time, and tha¢ tim* very Ifttlel The days have be~n clear,
and &0dl, wet cold. “It has re1lly been pleasant. The first district
comfararce took-place teday. (Tae first since I've been here_fthat is.)
The f£ive branches from around Paris and the one _from Orltans w-r° the
brafiches concernad. ~There were two s*ssions, mornfg% and efjernoen. And
I really got a chafice o se® tHat tior® are soms really sharp mamb rgut
frém-aroundtas ar~a, T00 oficm ¢n="hears about th° 1nactivé 321{"

e, ' 3 %

svs aps really som® gr¥af people hear gacrificing a lot_ o
::nrpr;ioiﬁals gt fh@“§6§p‘1, which is a much mor*® diggicElt t;:kuth%g
a aopl® a% home Telk~ve f'w sur~. A Bkrench girlhf mzhi ﬁgndndpmﬂ
;:H{ogﬁvpand ;sknd ne-dif 1 was 8T, _and I siid y°s, then i .

a letter from Robort SFars td ¥¥A h~rz Robort S3ers had raffearrad her
%3 jou,dad to h~lp her~ %o g=% startsd und RS kij*w that you hdd a Son -
hor* on a migsion. I gu~ss h="told you abou¥ her, I gan't remamher her
name and I dida't get much tifie t& talk to her, but sk~ is qiit® nice
looking, so se, vory smill,6 o*tite tjpe. . i

~~'1 want tracting Wwith and ®lder who has be*n out thres wi°ks, thi’s
wedk, and it waz a very interes*ing axperienc?® to say the® leoast. We
spent an hr and on” half talkiig te two pe=opl®, and I didn't know I could
+alE that much. It's still pretty noor, but Just th¥™ fact that I coutd
understand th~m a-1i3tle shows I'm making som® proZrass. Mom before
I forget, s*nd over in th~ to® of th~ sho®s or gofi~thing som* smal’
buttons iEr:th~ collars of the shift snd alSo som® of th® r3gilars., They
are not m2e¢®ssary Fight rfow but the laiindri®s her» do net resew th3m on.
Alrsady som® of th~ l7rger buTtons have com® off, but on=~ can findgf
a reasonable fadsimile of tH°@ hers, I got another 1®tter froi Grani-
ma, oen® from th~ bishédp and <ven on® from 0ld Ann. She s2id sh® saw you
er som® ofi* said tH~y saw yecu. I Wwrote Farida™a card and got 2 big
long 1.tt~F from her, Sh® said she sent fi» on® to Prove a fow months
ago, I giess it didn't g~ thru. Did I t»11 you that °~ wenu out arnd
Fan-in the Bois 4~ Bciilegn® vith my comapniom. It was gtod t0 gt a 1ittle
agcercis® for a chang~. We ar~ sterting to work a 1ittl~ merd, I hope
we can 2°t som> bap.isiig coming up in the near future. W= La®e cne coming
fip~I think. “That's grrat abdnt the™Y winning a Foot blil game~. I gu=ss
syaryone is oXcited about Th» futnre., Sayv, I guess they have already Won
orlost another at The time I'm writing this T*tter. Yoi proyably have
tHes clippings on th?* vgy. Thes® clippings are a good break. I usually
read tn°m durifig th» 2Ar lunch hr we hAave from about 12 to 2. What did
you say happened to Stey® Kramet? Ther~ ar a lo% of new mis3ionaried
comining out at this time. Also a lot going home, What ar® you doing
Dse? H ow's school. 7e1ll lote of leve. I can't think of much els®
to say. Y/

“ - ....///

Love as always, Step y/‘/n
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Mouday Sept 20, 1965

Dear family: Forg-v® my lat®n®ss today in writing, also the

th® ®'s on this machin® ar® on th® blink aid I hav®'nt had th® time
to fix th®m, Also th® ribbon on this writ®r do®sa't f1lip up som®-
time®s, I'll hav® %o tak® it apart whon I g°t th® time. I really
don't know what to say. Th® w®ath®r is ge°tting cold®r a.d the days
short®r., Th® s®asom is r°ally starting to chang®. Th® trees that
1lin® th® boulavards ar® all b®ginning to sh®d and th® broem m®n
mostly n®gre's ar® new b°ginning to sw®®p th®m up. We are working

in th® 14th arrondis®m®nt which is th® midll® south arrondis®m®nt

if I can °®xplain it that way. It is about a middl® class, lower
middlc clags district. ¥* haven'% had too much luck so far. We

g®t in about 26 hrs tracting a week, but net much t®aching in the
last two w®°ks. Things ar® b°ginnirg to picl up though. Hy com-
panion is_starting te work a 1itf1® harder. Uy languag® s“*ms to_

be gicking up, a'though 1ik® I'v® s7id a hundr®d tim®s b°fore, I
still hag® quft*’a vgys to go. I £#%1 sorry Zor th® guys whe com®
her® with no *rp°ri®nc*® at all in French. Sem®body got a 1%tt*r from
hom® saying that it's s“art®d to sunow alr®ady. Is that tru*? Tvery
weekday I'v® b*®n wearing th® gre:- suit, I think I'm going to wear
it_¥i11 it spli¥s, It is mad® of th* Lest matsrialj;; it n°ver needs
preossing, How®v®r, I don't 2ik* th® fit,” Th® oth®r three ar®
perfect. B®caus® w* work®d a li*tI® hard®r a.d got in lat® som®

of th® nit®s last we*k, I didn"t g"t tee much iim* to study on th®
discussions. I'm going to hav® to pick up this wesk., It isn't too
int®re*sting studying, but it is som®thing that has to b> domt. Did

I t%11 you that w® w*nt out to work on ih® Versaill®s chap”l again.
7® hav® & bartism coming up. It isn"t anything that I had to do

with, nor my companion, but it is th® reosult of Tlders transfering »
an@vieaving investigators. I Con'i kiow him tee w~ll, but h* is

a young man about 20. I'v® worn th® the®rmaI. on® tim® on e cold nite,
They fit quit® w®lI, and I can s®® that th®y ar® going to com®

in hancy. I r®ci®v“d th® shirts, thanks very much, rally. But,

do you xnov what_th® word STA SHITM'NT m®ans? It m®ans Not airmail,
but by surfac®. Surfac® m®ans net in th® air. I hat® to s®® that

postag® en thor® packag®s, ®sp®cially wh”n 1t¥s not n®c®ssary to s®nd
th®m by air. Th® whol® purpes® fer c®nding th® shirts by $%a was to
s8°rver as a r°li®f for my whit® on®s wh®n th®y begin to fray. Any-
way, thanks, they'll sti1I tak® the iaac of ny Whit® shirts for

a Whil®, One certaifily fests_intsrssting peoPle Here~in the Paris
arsa, Nost of th- people as I've mantioned before areCatholiec. But,
th¥y are Catholfc by tradition rather than by actual belief. It e
3%em§ tc be more of a sheial acceptance than a religioud outlodk. We
g2t aVerjthifig frém door §lamiag, insults to caelling tas Police. MoFt
of the psople Have a false coffceptidn of what the Mormens raally are,
It might flot really b= a false coficeptién as much &s it is sxplaining
ouf belisfs in a form of “rididulas, The Saints over“hera really have
to7gs thru a lot, an? undertzke“a big changs when they joein u¥. But
there really af¥s soms gdod m-mbers. (Bad &n-s teoo, &s anyplace:d That
c¢lipping you s=nt of Frers B#ld was Inter-gtifig. He is thHe Pres. of
ths Paris Branch. I think h~ has b~-n a“member about 3% years. Right
now we a’e working a big cité (houfing deﬁg.) It7is redlly large

and impressive., I am anxious to“sond some pifctuFfes hometo you and
will do so as soon as I g%t my flaxt role develdped.“ I see Blder Hutchin
oczaisionally but ndt ofte#fy He is right“clos» howaver in Chatillen,
It is Tocatsd in the Banli®*u (seft of 1ike Long Island is to NYC) in
ourdirection., Right™by tns PéTte d'Orlesns.” N¢ need for extra monsy,
really. So long unt®l next we-k Leve Stephen



Sept. 12, 1965

Dear Family/ You Probably gét my last letter befors Friday. I
usuadlly type them on Sunday esven ng or afternoon.” Mest of the
time sinCe I've b&en here, I have'nt had staiips readily on haind,
and“it seemés like it's Monmday Bveniing or Tuesday morning some~
times before I get the letter mailed. ILast time I boughit a bunch
of stamps In Bulk, Say, while I'm thifiking in~that direction, on
passing the newsstands I ses in the French papers & let about
The Shah's eX wife Saroya being blind afid his présént wife Farah™
inviting here to Tehran for operations ete, I fHiever have had the
time 9 by a2 paper and read it Tor that purpose. WhHat's thHe sceop?
I @ppreciate the clipPings you seiid ms although I feel quite guilty -
when I see the postage om the envelopes. I really wolld be intereste(
in keeping up en BYU foetball, but iou don't really need to go all
out like you have Peen dﬁ;gg. I got some slides back, but I'm
going te wait te send them to you bedsuse I don't have a full
box"and it would be a waste of postdge to sénd them now. I got th-
oth®r package of tharmals., ~I'm su¥e I'I1 be Using them soefi. The
other f#llows in the apartment havé already been weiring them for
a“couple of days, but I really hive#i't Foiind the need as yet., I
wedr either one of those t wo sweateTs every day it seems.
gréy suit that I bought in SIL is fly everyday suit now. It H6lds its
press and Wears pretty well. I waar It 5 days out of the week. I'm
saving Seme of the others for later years. Good idea? I'ts toe —
big dlready and I'm thinking of having the Washing lady across the
street tike it in, Uy two old suits fit pretty goed now, i
brown one still fits 0K, Se actually I'm in pretiy goed Shape.
Are you going to send those shirts In a sea shipment? Like I gay"
it's nothing impertant, but I can see thit these white shirts a¥en't
going to last all that ong. You would be Prowd of me Mo, I'Ve
one some days Wearing a shirt 5 days.” The coller is grey after
g and Black after 5. I've got thres lassons mefiorized., I tThink
I can"still beat my goal. I'll sure b& glad whén I get them out
of "the way., Did I Say that Paris is getting Pretiy cold. All
the natives have been compldinifig about the weather siying it -
has been the worst thdy hive ever ssen, X11“the Pariesians are-
back foT vacktion, and the reads are congested with traffic, We
had a meeting with an American fenk the other day. He was down in
the latin“qiiarter, “A #6nK? H e had a resl sharp suit en and had
just FecIeved his deg¥ee foem Oxford and was in Paris to have a
1itt1® relaxatien, He's gding back to tedch Europ®an Histéry in
a Monestery in Indiana, We didn't talk religion becduse He had ~
@lrdady had it out with the“Mermons in Wyoming and he wasn't inter-
ested in discusSing afly mére. I guess everyone is discussing
foothall at home., Des arefzou practicing your Tennis and jour BB.
I sesm t6 thilk of 'a lot of things turmng he week to writs down,
but Torg®t them when it coiles time to write you; maybe I bett®r
write them down in“a little notebook¥" We say the sun the Gther

B

day which was quite glins. Dad, aTs you going to send ifie that
article you said yoll we¥e? The¥s are Tleas here too as well as
E%ypt. The language Feeiis o Be propressing slowly, although I~
§T1ll don't"ge? much experiencs® speaking, just listening. Th, yes,
yesterday we Went out and worked“on the éﬁapel at VersSailles again .
I took my c@mera out to Take & few pictures but thie weather was bad
and i¥ rained much of the time. “I§ was goed To get out and do a
1itt1% physical work for a change though.” There are two other
chaple® supposed te go up in tHe Paris area. “The land is purchésed

and everything, blit building permits cannot be cuned from the ~
Communist contrelsd city Zovts:” I'm rumning e s you're
all great! and sees you next week.



- — Py - -

Septamboar 5, 1965
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Deir family: Paris has had it's coldest weatne? for this ~
tin of yaar 11 1CO§rs. That plus the rain makes it reslly bad news.
m{ companicn 112 been in“the hospital for thres da~s with 2 virus,

It Was nothing really  serious and he mite have savad hizssli s me
menay if he wodld have trisd to stiek™it cui &t homey While I'H
thirking“asbout it, I went out to Beyee3s to have dinner last nite,
thig tire with one of the otier EldSrs whe Toom witn us. I'd rially
appreciste it 1f you gei the chance, invite Lariy Boyce to dinner
in a couPle of ronths, sort of to rapay the faver. I don't Ehow yet
how to Zet a hold of him bt it saduldn't te too hard. We hiavan'%
gsedr the tun fér over a“wesk, Th& longer you gat e¢lit"in the Ticsion
field, the mere yol wonder why sdome psople are out here, Thers ire
reall; some g an eldars and I personally wolider what {heir rezll
puryese fOTpaing kere. Our LiStrict Le3der, Plder Conway is a
gheat mige’ cna?y with™a lot on the ball, He'y dons a lot to help

ne, I don't feel like we're msaking ‘Gomuch progress with my com=-
panion., There alwiys s2~ms to be a&an sicuss for not working. Don't
attsnpt to interpret this letis¥ as disccursgement becauss I'm
not éiscoursged or anything like that. It's not my positlion to
complain ebout my compaliien, nowever, but it is my pasitien to get
hi% working with out creating frictiodi. Thut is propably ons of

the largest lessons of the wiesidr field I guess. I'u am ¥till work-
ing or the lessons snd still hop® te fulfill my goal. The langlage
ie still hard 8 1ot of ‘it ‘bLecauce I don't get much chance tc use it.
T hive hed more exparierce talking with pecpie in Frerch with other
elders I've gofir out with than with my owh ccrpanion. And I'we enly
been wit? thege dther elderr 1/1000 of ihe time, I'® tiyingZ to do =2
lot of reading, Hut I gaess I srould spr-nd pors time on the lunguage
jta=)f, (Thn reason I'm making sc many mistakes Fg the&t my herds”
ar» cold. Tt's sort of like Cairc vis,now.) I have beefi & 11ttls
sick thie week tee, I hupe™It wasr't wy amoelal It's goue fore ths
most aPt now, hit we'll sea, I gmess you neve started rchool Dese.

H ow are thn“fqllas? All piaring foeibzall? De you think jtu will
seant! my by Hesa these shirts? You could Inser* iu the package 1hirgs
1ike ye & ellow narrew lined Warking pen, (IhcEe are just thirgs
tha mite coms in handy =2iid are by 1.0 meaLns n cesgitimg) 5 Big hunks,
ate. .~ bom of ritw cerackers cdsts Secents., ALl the prices aTe
tarrible, I've Tost a lot of weight, I don't kne¥ how much but my
0ld suits fit perfect and The grey patts dwarf ma from my new suit.

I think I'1l buy Jeme giisperdams rathsr than take them inl“that“is
¥f I can ¥ind some suspendsrs to fit. I'm getiing a~li+tle more to
eat than T was fiov that tie last cheek c@me, It's reaIly not all

as bad as I make it Boumd, Boy, all ihe Parisians ars back from
vacatisn, And@ vou'Ve never sean & city so conZdemerated with cgrs.
It's r8ally terrille. On cfir Solex's we 'cin gat acPcsc the city 1m
no time Nowevar., A lct of new miszionsriag just came in and w» have

s new came:fZF/ in dur flat. A1 Bldsr Wwer from Legan. Blder( Naniels
wen” to La Rocha'lae to“he Branch Pregiderit. THhat's abeut 2all I ®an
think of te say tnls week, tais will have to b. ons of the shurter

not s. - "
Love Sterlen

—



= Sept. 1, 1965

I'm going to ad« thia pauge to your letter. I had an experience
the other day I thot you mite T2 interested in. We were given
this meeting the other day to go visit an American monk fron
Tndiana who had been wowking on his dvectrate (sp) in European
ristory at Oxford, Ve find him in a real sharp flat en Quei

€zint Vichel~ in the Heart of the Latin guarter, He invites us

in and >ff+rs us a drink. He tzkeg gir and tenic, and we take
apple juice. What are you doing in Paris, we say. He said he
+0lR his superioms he was gorirg for a walk in the Bnglish Cruntry
gide brt indtead he got thy “irst mlane ticzat to Paris. A lienk?
This guy had on real expénsive cloihes etc. He had .ad 5 yrs. of
Gresk, 1 of Hebrew, 4 of Frerch, 3 of Spanish, 5 of satin, and
mere than one otner. I don't know if you knew that Pops Fius 12
was supposed to have rscieved = vigien of Jesus Chriat, out of
course we asked him what the Cathelic Churches gstand on revelation
was and he gaid it ended with the boek of Revelalions in the

New Testament. Then we said, "Well what about this claimed vision
on Pupe 2ius 12, He “Hursts out laughing and says, "I think this
% tha ~asl story behind its TFope Pius and Curdvhl Spelimai of
New Yowk were having problems at the end of Pius's rsigic ~ it seems
that Pius was trving to take over everything and more or less put
his own interpretations om thd dogma ef ths Gatholic Churih. Well
it sesmg that when Pius was on nis d8ath bed no one was adnittrd
ints his room to see him. But Cardinal Spellman needed to see

hif so bad, that he climbed ap the Valican wall and crawled inte
the wiadow of Pius's reom and Pius then looked over at him and
gaid 'Jerus Chrigt! you againl}' Well it seems that the Chamber
maid bappened to be passing by the doer and later went and rurored
to everyone that Mesus Christ huc apneared te Fuis the 12, and this
is the refl story of thr Vision of Pius the 12." Keep in rind that
this wae 2 momk that told us this. He told us also ?this guy was
great) he was going back to the men»stary te teach the regte’ his
1ife. Ha sald they “nd to chant affice 8 hours a day, get up at
43140, they could t8ke their havits (robes) off te play ternis, swim
but not te play voliley ball. Hs s2id there was just a racent
innovation inte thd system whereby they cou.d now wear watches

and use electric shavers. ~This was about the mest intellectual
pursiit of a religivm, namedy Cathelicism I think I will sver see.
aybe T'm just naive, out this guy was somathing slgse. Great to
say the lezdst. I thet you might enjoy this little tidbid¢ and any-
way I wsated it myself inasmuch as I Carboned it off.

Hig name was Sylvaster!
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Aofit non!/%eptembre 1965

que tu es b8'e. Ca va 127 Je spis que votre vie est constamuent
nélangé avee les pechés, raie je_ne perx rien feire. Porquan?

Moi, Jje suis parfait. Je suppese que vous uvez déja regu le

cadezu que je vous al donné. C'éteit bien, ¢a, n'est-ce pas?

Ces partalens sont sirpiement un "teken" G'une vie paseé. C'est
triste, je_sais, mais j'etais i yue vius aofais éié heursuese

de les reyeveir. 7Tt, Jje suis slir_que veus les poirtersz toujours.
Ca m'a plu beaucoup d ent.undre que George.-a-t-aller & Bire.
Cependant g3 ne m'a wiu pas beacvoup que._les Veciors zerent nn
panne, Clest dommage. Comme vous pouvez facilement veoir, man
frangais est 2ncore mal, jlencure utiliize les phrases elimeutraire
gqannd_j'escrin., Mals chague jour il me semble que je puisgse
gempiendre davaniage de_lau ludnge fraingaise. _Je_sals 2 discussions,
ot une pari’e du sreisidme., 'ai. déjh lu Le Perle de _Grande Prix,
et Doctrine et Alliancds, J'ai le Jesire toujsurs d!'jtudier, Je
ne sais pas pourguei, mais c'sst.bien ce qui se psmse. Vous

Pouves probablauert remesrquez que j'ai beawcoup.des brains. Mais
je me veux_pus vous dorner un mauveis._ ided: Clesgt wrai, j'ai
beaucop de Yrains. Il y a beacoup de Cleds iei .Jans la_chaups
mishenaire. Il faif jJu'ua "gree.nis™ comme mei las édcoutev, Mais
je supposa gque o'+st 1l'un d-s legonsg qu'on deit apprendrs. Qui _—
sais? Peut-atra.c'est moi qu i est le.Cidd. J'ai eu une accident
sur ma movod. Une grandd peidstleurds.me beugait vers le treiteir,
et veila, Catastrophe, Mais, 12 monds, $1 r'a pas perdu 1l'un de

ges héros, mei, je suis 13. Arget mishinaire (Missionary slang)
grunt, frump and the old.standv-by, serud yeu guys! (You gotta. _
be outtat®)_®out of it hehe. Vous.alley . lakolebeantoe huh? Jespear
ka cave.alley bean., ['4fiez-wous-les-Clodsy bisn-siir, Je ne sais pas
ce que je.veux dire dawantage, seulment gue c'était bien de_regeveir
la leitre que. ‘vous.u'aves enveyer. Dites bonjour 2 tous les fsllas.
Vel, Largie, AW George, Guymea (Guymon?),Prnis, Mery, Kwite? Cent,
Rarry, Sem the» -Shum Forace, Gledys, Flmei, Clyde, Homer, Beula,
Yig*m, Brung Fender qual lkf jghljdkalgmslaokfjg ohIJdmslgmsldktjgthdk
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1mustfillupthereltofthispaperoryouwillthinkthatididn'twanttoVillup
fTherestefthispaper.ididn'twantyoutethinkthaticouldn'ispeakfrenchwell
gonoughtofillupapage Jowisthdskinburinesssuywaynerrychrisines.



August 29, 1665

Dear Dad, Mom and Dee:I really can't tuink of much to say this time,
(What a brilliant statement, huh?) Paris is starting to get cold and
leaves of the trees along the boulevard are beginning to change. The
cold here is really penetrating, much like Cairo. They tell ue

that along with the Cold and the rsin in the winter i¥s very hard

10 keap dry. I've completed the Second lesson, Because I've
completed a lesson, doesn't mean I can €0 vut and give one to some
contact right on the spot because reciting a lesson in bed is

much different than going out and giving it. It is a start however
and by giving parts of it to your contac. you can gain the experienee

necessary to be a good teacher. I seem to be understanding mecTe
and more French each day altheugt learning to speak a language

and not just saying the Helles and How are you's is much wore
difficult than one first anticipgtes. We have a contact that Just
asked for baptism today. She was ore who we first found about the
second or third da, I first went tracting. She is an old woman,

her name is Madame Conge. ©She has a very sincere hazts and goes

to a lot of trouble to come out to church, She has to climb six
flights of statrrs in her house. Boy, one doem.': begin to realiwe
how big Paris is until he begins to walk and ride through it each
day. I don't remember if you ever went to the Sacre Ceeur or not
bu* there you can get a pretty good view of the immensity ¢f ihis
city, all vonsistiag o> more or less the same types of buildings,
with the same color and the same type of people in each., Another
thing that strikes me after being here this little time is the ameunt
of r.ch people who life¥ here. 1If yeu can live ir Paris and be
rich, you have to be RICH. But we never 80 throughout e da;" without
seeing several $15,000 plus automobiles like Ferraris, Rolls,
Masersti's and Jaguars. It's really amazing. We saw a horrible
accident yesterday a great big dump truck creamed into a mini-minor
which is smailer than a VW but still has a bigger moter and is

much faster, and it about tore the car te bits. We saw it after it
happend and didn't see what happend tc the driver. Paris drivers
gre out of their mirds., The &govt. is trying to put on a big cam-
paigrn to stop them from getting mad, and Josing all senge of
rétionality when something irks them. It is reallybecoming a
problem., I havenit tried the thermals on yet, but I'm sure they'll
fit. It's up to you if you want to send them by airmail but I

8¥i11l1 find that it really isn't necessary. Do you think: you can send
those shirts with the buttons moved by SEA SFIPMENT. If you de
they'll get here Just about in time to save the wear on my white
shirts. The Vission presedsnt and his wife think stripped dress
shirts are very becoming, I've started to read the Book of Mcrmon
again, although I should read the New Testament before it. I got
cuugh% in a brokstere and got a copple of books on religions of the
world., When I get tim» I'm going to read tie Koran. The biggest
obstacle is still the language and the lessons, and once I g2t those
over with I'll pe really relieved. Uy companion doesn't put in as
mach prosylyting time as "e should. Im stkll a deg on a leach

so0 to speak and when I sort of Press him to get going disswntion
arises. I'm not equating myself to the perfect missionary eithsr.
3ut I know that my seniorcempaniomship is going to be different. His
main occupations are the guitar and H ot Rod magiwine, He'sg actually
lize me. He's got polen.ial (so you say) but he wastes it all.

Bu: we get along fairly well or so s0. ~hat's one of c¢he big
challenges of work like this is te be able to 8¢t alang with peonle .
I'm sure I'm not perfett either and he sees a lot of things wrong
with me. My Sarcasm for oie thing, I continuzlly cut him dewn.



For Dee's benifit he's :un ex-grease. I hope the mission home for-
wards that check prettiy soom, because I'm broke, nd I don't want

to have to cash those travlie®s checks. I could get more checks

when your check comes flAf but that would take~2 trips to the

bark. I'll be able to sweat it out I guess. How are things a* home?
Are things getting ready fer schoel? When are you ceming over here
to visit me? Dad, are you and lMom deming over here after my mission
and go the Greek fsles with me? When is thr fool coming over? I

was reading in the paper where Johnson says being married does not
make one ineligible for the draft. It also said Salt Lake City was
amoag the highest in “he nation for marra‘ge liscences increase since
the draft quota was stepped up. France and DeGaulle are réally being
weenees about their attitude toward the US. Is there a lot coucering
the race riots in LA? What's t> be said about that? They're playing
up the sp.ce shot quiie a bit over here. Well I better shut up.

Love until next time,

<

STEPHENDEWITTTAYLO



Robert: I was dissePoointed (sp) to hear t you won't be
able to make it over here when you had hoped. I was hoping that
before I moved out of Paris, or refore I am moved out, we would be
able to see a skin show together as a symbel of my sinful days.
Paris has had an unusually cold summer and missionary work in the
summer ir Paris is slow because the French take a ene month vacation
various times during the summer. The life is different. One thing
I like abont it is that it gives one the opportunity to think, study
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learn a2 language and plan ont his future while at the same time
being able to work at something constructive, and good. The French
as you might well expect are one of the least receptive peoples that
one could find., The plague of the Cathelic Church among the mvriers
and the bourgoisie stops us cold. TRADITION. They can't get away

from it. The upper classss are too busy driving their Ferries(scrud
ferries) - they are too busy driving their Ferrari#s down the Champs.

A los of them take the time teo listen tee us, but it is purely an
intellectual ecoute. Speaking of Ferraries - Paris, being probavly
the richest city in the world is full of them. What a city for

cars: PFerrarigf, Lotus-Flan, Facel Vsga,Rells, etc. all over the place.
I'm almost already home with a René Bonnet ($32009 or a Simca Mille
Bertone ($2000). H ow are things at home? You and Kathy still

get along pretty well? Say Hi? Ask here why she doesn't write

me like she said she would? What ar# your plans? Are you going te
try to get in school? Then sneak off while you've still got your
defferment? Is everyone worried at home about $he s&epup in the
draft. They're not going to get me off teo Vietnam - not because I
have ether things to do especially, but basically because I'm
Chickenshit. (Don't Blackmail me on that word). I sent a card teo
Dee in NZ because Mrs, Nelson told me téeo, and what but her® comes

a letter from NZ and was I proud te here from Dee and show off my
New Zealand stamp te the guys. I saw Mr, Lloyd when he dame thru
Paris with all the Utah High School studts. He gets around for being
a2 school teacher. I waw thrilled when He said he was going to

say hi to my family. 1., y4nd ¢ looking forward to the school 1ife
again already but it's kind of hard to get it thru my hea', that
when I get back the next time it will be for real. Gees I don't want
to be an adult) Vissionary slang: grunt, frump - these guys aren't
for real. Well after that crummy lette~ you can dis'ewn the fact
that you know me. When you get a little time tell ::e 2bout school,
your women, and plans. Leve T2



August 22 1965

Dear Family: How's the weather there? It's starting to get

fall here - and in a hurry. Today, Sunday, it was really

brisk, especially in the morning. The sidewalk cafés were

empty most of the day. Between meefings at church my comapnion
and I went for a long walk thru the city wnich was really nice;
Boy, you think I'm bad my companion (I hepe he doesn't come
over here and see what f'm typing) but my companion sits around
most vf his leisure time and draws hot rods and plays the guitar.
I guess this is what we're suvpesed to learn to live with, and

I have my imperfections toe, but thanks for instilling in me nent

o
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Y ou may not have thot I had it.before, but since I've come out,
at least after the first 2 weeks there has been rarely a time
when I haven't been Joing somevhing. That's an egotistical
statement I ess but I want to really accomplish semething out
here. I've finished the Doctrine and Covenants, and have shortemed
my goal to 3 months for learning the lessons, which means svery
available moment I'll be studying. Memoriwing the lessons is not
hard from the point of view of difficultiy, but just the fact that
it is boring and there is ne momentary satisfaction at the time.
But in the end, I'm sure that I'll have been glad I've done it.
Don't start bragging about how your sofu is really gung-ho until

I do something tho. I keep tellinz you about all these things

I set out to do, but be sure to wait until I've accomplished them.
I know probably by know that Mom has teld everyone in the ~ity,

the story of mr mission thus far. Say, how's Thrimp for the 2nd
time? I ses that picture on my desk every day and louvk at my fat
face, at Dad thinking, and my cecky brother, and Mom with the

aire of a boss, and Thriwp is one of my sources of satisfaction
from day te day. (I hope you're not crazy enough to believe that.)
Not including the foed, (which I've already paid for, .'ve got

$5 to last me thru the rest of the month. I have to pick up my
shirts Thrusday which will cest $1.75 and gas will cost anéther
$.50 and I'1l be lucky to make it. I had to pay a $5;00 bill to
get my Solex paid, and it will probably andther 3 wesks befors I
get the Insurance refund for it. Talk about a mission to learn

tne value of money. Dad, you would say that if I wers working Hard
enough that I wouldn't get hungry. But I can tell you that you

ge. hungry here. Tverything is in smaller portions. And we don 't
eat at night unless we want to buy a snack somewhere. No hambrrger
stands here., Don't get me wrong, I'm not asking for moere money,
only I'm hungry that's all. I'me losi about 5 pounds which is just
right, because all of my svits fit pretty well now., None of them
fit the same, Y4t I'm at a weight where I'm at a happy medium.

An average day: Up six, study until 7:30 when my companion gets
up. The other two Blders in the flat get up at 6 toc. Tract from
g to 12. Then in the after noon after eating, we vist contacts,
have meetings, or tract if there is nothing else to do, unless

my companion can think up a geod enough excuse to take pictures of
interesting architecture or price Ferrari's. I can't think of
anything much else to say, other than that my testimoliy has gncreased
by leaps and bounds. Te Dad, thanks for the great letter, keep
them coming. If you can get up at 5:30, there is no excuse in the
world why I can't do a li#ttle less than complement that at 6:30.
When I get a little time I will write you a letter and tell you a
lot about what I'm thinking and what direction I'm headed towards.
I can't think of a bigger thrill I get than when I brag about my
Dad and Mom, and even the Fooel and his great scholastic, athletic,

and VW driving prowess. Love
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Well, here goes another mishenary hoe has succembed and joined
the club of mishenariss writing to Ann Whiting. Gad, that

girl, how does she keep up with the stamps. ( Just letting off
a little pride there.) That was real nice of you to take the
effort to remember my birthday, Ann. Did you know, Ann - Did
you knoew Ann, that I've spent my last two birthdays in Paris?
I'11 bet you didndt. How's things? Hew many affairs did you

have in NY? Are you going to marry Tex? After all, what mere
could you want from am RM - opps! The day will come, won'y it?
Being a green mishenary is hell. You can't deeo anything but
listen and take orders from the great big experienced Cleds. My
life until now is one of learning the lessons and earnestly
reading about everything I can get my hands on. That's the part
I'm enjoging. Reading and Studying. I really think I can say

I know that I'm on the right track out here. I eowe a lot of
that of course to my parents, fer making me act like I was thers
when I really wasn't., I just finished the Dand C and its
teemendous. Even from a non-theolegical peint of view the
philosephies it propoundsnare irreapproachable. The language
still poses the largest problem and only experience and study

can get rid of that. Rlder H utchings is g nice guy, but at the
same time he's kind of a Clyde. Obviously a go getter making
sure to let everyone know that he's out to please. He's in a tewn
outside of Paris, He'll go back and get his degree at the Y

get married and pick up a 52 Bodge station wagon and have 7 kids.
Oh, he'll be héppy and maybe even rich, but not for me man.

He's a good guy, I'm not knocking him, but just betwemn) you and
me, how did he ever get to be Soph. .Class Pres.? Maybe my values
are all turned around huh? I got a couple letters from Spiksbury
telling me how she's sad she'll have to g0 back and study because
she's been having so much fun in Colerade. Typical dumb coed.
She'lll be married before long to her RM. She's a good kid the ;
I'd have still 1liked te have broken the ice. Say,this is all in
confidence blabbermouth girl} She said Big Fender Vector Georg e
is going on & mishen to Ireland. Beb Slack is about to get nabbed
by the Army, but he's going to try to sneak over here anyway.
Lewis is a District Leader in Merristown Pg. You're a good

head Ann, coming from me that might be less than O but when you
get a chance write. Stay away from the Clods.
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Est-ce que vous avez jem'ss entendu parler de 1'église llormone?
Voudriez-vous savuir davurtage? Ha! Well It was certainly nice
of you to thimk of me hers in tne "pit." (Our flat tnat ig.) Wa-
come from the most expensive city in ithe world, whers an ice cream
that would cest 5 cents in the states costs 20 cants: where it
rains every other dey; from whers I Just got bedily thrown out of
a building by a concisrge the other day. When I epeak French a
little bettar I'm going up to a FPrench tari driver whe has just
honked at me for no particular reagon, bash in his wiadshiald

with a baseball bat, a1d beckon him to come out and slug me, Wel-
k F—where e hava 10 clinb 5 £lishts of siai

get to i1he "pit," whsre there i3 wo shewer exnent for 4§ hose

comiag out of the simk and standing in a tub., Welcome fror. the flat

Wilere we have no refrigsrato: and where a box cf corn Llakes costs

5V cents,

Welcome from the richest city in the world, the dlty of bsautiful
womea, Ferrari's, Astom-ilartins, Facel-Vegas, and Lotus-Elans. Wel-
coms from the land of the stubborn Jdrenchman, who wher tle weord
American is mentioned svicks up hés nese not knowing himself

that it is only out of sheer Jealoualy.

01 serud, enough sttem»t at thir literary type trash. How's the
new DL° Gees I evan feel inferior to you now. (What's that Lewis?
Vou say I always have bean?) Really, I apirecinte eny of che advce
yeu want to throw out.

As you cen well emagine, this missionm i1s much differsnt in nay
waye than one in ke stat=s. Oue is worling with a votally
diffevent systei of thinking. One is working against centuries

of tradidiomn, and a neturally short-tempered suspicious peopls,
One is working wi‘lr ¢ people who dislice new Arericsu innovations
irn everyday life on.y bacauga they Jidn't inveat them themselves *
One “s working in = country whe e the word Mermon means roew what
it did 40 years ago in che Unitcd States. Vord of wisdom pomes

& much bigzer problem here than mest places naturally,

I'm part way into the sezond leseson, and do a little bit of the
c3lking on the doors, bui the langnage of cotirse is still not
whare I'c 1like it to be. One knuws vLy ¥new thai the foreige
mMissions have a4 longer duration than the Pnzlish speaking ones.
Th= average length of time given an Wiadr out hsre to learn his
lessons 1s € menths, 1T hops to hage mine down ia four ws well

28 having firished the DandC, ahd New Testament in Bnglish, after
which time I will start inm on the BOFY in French, and the other
Twe agzin but in French, Rut the Language is the chief hgrrior
t0 overcome., T won't be ge~ing you for » whild will I? T Jjust
£0t a letter from Beh Slack who was going te try to mak¥e it over
to Turore, but it seeme thae army i1s en hie tzil, they got him

for a physical, and wen't give him a permit to leave the country;
S0 1t sesems ke's going to ¢ry for a Scudt defferiusnt snd net g0
to school but cere over Lere, FHe blew it by net getting a dtudt
deferrment last yeer. H e went to scheel with a IA vlassification.
How's ,our reserve sta"ig? Has your unit been called up?

There's nothing like a mi_sion to increase your testimeny. I've

g0t to be greatflul to my perents for setling en example, becauss

I don't know where I'a have been without that example. But I'm

sure glad I'm here, and I plun to work ny but eff. fTherés

sup osedly lots of discourzgemsnt in the ¥y Furopean missions

in general but not with me man., I kncw what I want, and I'm

oaino +a trv ta wark for it. Lots of luck. Sent Tom a cerd. No reply




August 14, 1965

Dear Dad, lom and Dee: I'm really used to tris typewriter now,

I think that when I switch to and Pnglish cae, I'1ll have the same

problem chunging back. The only letter I usually foul up on is the

Z which 1s located where the W usually is. AZl periods, numbers

etc, have 0 be capiterliwed, because the exira letters with sccents

are more commonly used than the nunbeis. No one knows why “he period

has to be capitaliwed. Las* Moncdy while on the way to the Mirs’on

heme from our flat, I was sandwiched in oen my Solex between the curb

of a bridge zcorcse the Ccine and a two traileor semi Belgian Van, It

ripred of half my handle bar, 2nd I was lucky te stay out from under

the wheel. However either my or his imsurance will take care of the

damage which has already been repaired. fThis has been an wnusual
e ., bean ) of se.eral buildings. Vhile

taking 2 cal. beck with the District Leader, T1ds -

Blanding, the Concicrge, & man had bad :ompiaintn about the Flders

tracting earlier that day. The Concierge would not let us in. TFven

though by law we could get in becauss of “n appointment previouslv

mw.de, out reasoning wuuld not prevail and the Concierge went out of

his h#ad, meking sure that ths paople in the building would here him

89 he would not loose nils joeb, I might tsll you something about the

laws hers in Francs vrespecting going from docer o door, It is agairnst

French law 3 vendre quelque chese (sell something) or qudter (collsct

for charitiss etec.) ifost builiings, in fact, all most zsp) all of

them have signs at the dcor say‘ng in essence, "All saleamen, reprsgin-

tatives, and collectors for charity in this building" So thiJ gives

us a loophole to try to sneak past the concierge on the bottom floor

to get to the top ol ths burlding %o strri tresting. By Frenclu Law,

the Police can't do anything to us because we aren't"sellirg or

colledting", but of course t> most Deop’a w'om we encounter we are

more or, less doiug the gune vhini. £o thareicre, we can get kicked

out of the huilding, but if they were tn call the police, ‘he police

would just tell them to get lost. But it kind of makes you wish

thera were a batter way to find irvestigatcrs, than going into places

where yov kuow ycu're not wanted. The French rembers aren'. much

for getting referrals hecause ths Prench nevei have more than 2 or

3 closs friends anywzay. You'd be surppised how sc many of them

never leave their 7th étage four wslled flat for days st ¢ time.

I have my first lesson learned row; The fastest anyone has learned

the discussions has beer 3 montbre. I dor't know if I can beat that

or rot, but I'm geing to try to get it done before the 6 they say

you ghetld have it done in., There ar# etill =ldsrs out bere Whe

have been out a year and still don t hava the lesusons down. I am

half wey thru the Doctrine and covenants and aw now wonderimg why I

never uave real it before. After this I'm going to read tha New

Testament, the Buok of iorm>ung again, and then by taat time I should

be able to read them all over again in French. The 01d Testament is

on my list too, (I really get into enthusiastic woods sometimes

don't I) No? "Whea," do you say? I kind of expeit to see some big

changes in the Nissions in Rurope during my 2 1/8 years. I don't

know what they'll be tho. We get word from the French Rast missionaries

who pass out herce that thers is a 1ot of diszouragement in their

mission, a lot of slders getting sent heme for moral, testimony, and

mental reasons; There is 2 pretty goed moralk in our mission however

at the moment, although the diszouragement is to be found., France

is a material country, and a lot of it seems to rub off on some of the

Flders. fFor example, in the Frendh Bast mission sevaral of the elders

were caught swimming 1t the bewech in Cannes. This is all my opinion

of course. I told you bafore Mom, a sea shipment is as good as any

thing to send things. You ought to mowe the buttons like Grandma did

on those 2 striped dress shirss and ship them along by sea. I don't
e
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really need them, but they wear things like that out here, in fact
Pres. Peterson said he thot a striped shirt was very dressy at times.
They would also help my #XY{Y<d white shirts to wear out more slowly.
You might in 6-8 months send we a pastel blue shirt Neck 1€ Sleeve
36 Gant. I'm really sorry you had to send thoue thermals by air and
that they cost sc much., Remem ber that nothing is so important as te
be sert by air unless its something you want me to get in & hurry.
The Rlders nere say & gea cshipment can tuke anywhere from 3 to €
months. You probably wonder wiere I get all my time to write these
long letters, but actually I can rip them off on this typewriter ver y
fast, now hat I am accosgtumed tc¢ It.
Mom, I enjoy those clippings that you send me, When are the,
going to get rid of C . an Wates and but & young enterprising coach
in there YHoc Parne.t). Dee &nd Dad keepr in mind that I'1ll probably
be places where I can pick up telephoto lens and good Cerman 4 track
stereo during my sojurn bhere, /frd mem if you want anything, be sure
to let me kncw. .
My leney is holding out CK, but be sure to have the next check
here by Se¢pt Lst.
Pregsiden Hart, presidant of our missiom is reslly a fire Man,
He wns a succassful Stake Iiss. Somewhers in Idaheo,
Tarig is a little nicer new, although it rained sgain yssterday;
I guess I'11l have te pick 1p ar umbiella sonswhere, I sleap withk 2
sheet and & blarket and am quite comfortable, Viet Nam haadlines the
papers evelyday here and although Americans are gennerally well thot
of anong the ycung, the older people resent eur way of 1life irtruding
on their tradition,$Although they krow its batter, nores efficieant, and
time saving, Being Trench as they ark I think tasy'res mad with
Jeaiousyj but don't want to admit it. Thet certainly ie ths cuse
with Viatnanm,
Well, thanks for the way you've raised n,, aren tuo 1%s been me
who has besn the ones who h-s blovn 't (¥ha’ are you smiling at Dad? .
I still think you think %0e much. Ha Ha.) It's you exarpyls I'm going
to try to 1live up te, and that's not teoo short of a zoal.

] ) ’
See yol AA32% week?hB3"' (-2_gd) 3¢

Doa3 the fool gel to take the sar every day?
What a hov dog. H ow's Thrimp?

: Tall the fellas nello fool.

qmsldkfjguf jdkslqmslakf jg
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Sunday, August 8, 1965

Dear Family: Another week has gome by. It is about 6:00 and we are
home early from Church. We didn't go this sven.ng because we were
waiting for an investigator, and he didn't come, and we diaa't want
to go in late, The investigater we were waiting for was from out of
paris, but he had lived here for 9 moaths. Ues gavs him a first lesson
and he took it beautifully; I don't know why he didn't come, but we
have an appuviniment wiith him tomerrow anyway, so wegdZ well stuff some
more of the truth inte him, Ano.lusr cheice infestigetor we have in
Paris is an elderly lady whe realiwes what a black cover the Catholic
urc EEy) and she realiwes that whal the
Mormon Church is deiug is right, but it is our je
it is the only way to salvation. In a couple of days, I should have t
the first lesson down. I'm a Jit.le behind scheduls, but I'll make it
up.
Yes I got the check. Just toda; I got your Eresen*s and the thermals
too. I didn't think you meant to send them by airmail, but thanks
& lot. The wallet is perfect aleng with the pietures, the tieclip
is nice too, and I'll be able to 13e the handkercheifs to shine my
shoes. Oh excuse me! You don't need to send those Converse by air, I
didn't mean for you te. Neiiher the thermale, becuzuse winter isn't
here for a while. You can tigure on about ® monthe for something to
get here by ship. Yes it would be nice te have those other shoes., I
won't go as far to say that they're a necessity, but they sure would
help out a lot. As I said befcre if ycu do decide to send the shees,
well then again rot, my companien just told me you wouldn't nead to send
them as two seperate pakages. YOU decide.

I've taker a2 roll of film, but I don't have enough § to get it developed.
I'1ll have te wait until unex’ check to develep tram and send them te

you if they are any goed. I keap turninz tha conversatioen ieo $ don't

I? Many of tha ®lders get more tham 170 a month, but a 1ot of it goes
for souvenirs, film, wurd sui’s, trunke etc, For *he time I'm sure I

can finish out the month en the last check, so lets keep going this

way. Thie i1s truly the most #xpsensi e city in the world. One honestly
Joesn't sea how the natives live v:til he sres soms of their apartments
wuich are nothing more than little cubikles with one lightbulb.

Howard Hunter was thru the other day and spoke to the micsiomares of
our area, It was an inspiring confsrence. I think Le is a good
speaker. He's in charge of most of the Furopean missions now. Ve
have another conference coming up. I think it's sort of an annual
orientation, new ideas confersnce.

Bveryone in this apartment sends mosi of {theil laundry out, I send
my shirts and do the others my self. I send the shests to. My socks
are gett’ag harder and ha:der to clean and it looks gs though I'll
have to send them off every 4th time c¢r so.

You meet u lot of missionariass out here who make you vondsr what they're
doing out here. liscionaries who &0 to lote of movies and find other
excuses not to work such as a puny phisical disability blewh all out

of proportiem. But it makes you look at your own self and wonder if you
yourself have some of the same charactfristics. But I really have

a desire to be a good missionary and to speak the language well, znd

I can see what I have to »vercome to do it. Let's tope I can make it.

w LI
llom, do me a favor: Wiap up those old lavi dLg%dtﬁigdbghﬁ? ggrthdiy el

Harie Spilsbury to you lom, HB I love you. As

5 3 4 ;
222{12%°§; gg;o?ircle well as you, Dad and Dee. See
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August 7, 1965

Dear Fool: Yes I was real pleased to hear from you, and *hat
you're racking up the hardware. That's a lot more than those
other brown-nosers are going to have to show for their efforts.
I hope you weren't too dissappointsd about not making tie

all stars. You know and I know that you were goed enoul to

make that club, but you're going to run up against a bunch of
W
be I cag give vou a few pointers about how to make it goo n
anything you do, not jus: sports. You have a lot better more
well rounded personality than I ever had, and if you can s-e
the other guys point of view, and not lose your temper you'l.
e 80 a .ot further, TYou've got the qualitius of being Studt. Body
Pres. at that curmmy schoel if you onlv play your cards right.
Be nice to evarybody 10t jusi because you want something, but
because its fun to ve nice. When you have the urge to make a
cutting remark o~ the be sarcastic about someone just forcs
yourself to hold it. It's not really that hard, and you'll
feel 2 lot better after you've done 1t too.

When you play basketball, pliay your guts out, play to win.
Drive into that bs . ket, even if ycu have to knock somesone over
to «o it, ané ¥eep your tempexr, it'll pay off in the lcng rum .
¥ou're not going to get hurt in there if you have to push a 1
little or get pushed. Learn to drive, and use botk hands
equally well in doing so. I was crurmy, but I could see what
I needed to Befgood, ard it was just that: Drive and play
your guts out and dor't say anything to the refs or make fun
Just play hard. Believe me. It's always easy for someone
older to tell someone younger the facts and just let it go at
that, but take it from me, I could have bean somebody if I
hed of doae these things and you can. Nothing would please
me mo¥e than to see you make 2wice the puny accomplishmsants
I did. Above all be nice to people, look at their point of
view, and you'll be respected for it. Start $under-cover of
course) working for that goal of a class office and be a lead =-
er. I saw those other guys play ball ené man you've got it
made. Just work hard and fight., Literally fight. Play to win

even in a 2on2 game, Tennis toe. Have fun with that VW. IAve
g0t my eye on some sharp cars over here, but don' t tell J;
: Oh gee. Listen tn J; Whatever he says is right really. I found
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Dear family¥ I'll have been in the field about a month in 5 days.,
Does it seem that long to you? In ways it's gone fast, and in

ways it's gone slow, but anyway Just think, I've only got 29

more to go. I thot this time I'd Just try to give you a little
idea about what I spend here, for what, and how often etc. For ex.
this month, since your first check cume, (I'll translate into $)
Haircut - slz deoderant .75: Stamps $1: (Rach letter under 5 ounces
costs .20 to send) I bHight a pancho for riding a moterbike in the
rain which costs $4. Byvary Sunday, the missionaries g0 to a self-
service for diner and this usually costs about $1.50, We Just had
a [eT & and Nerefors te missions > Y aris had to ps A0
equaliwatiof fee of $8 because some of .he other missionaries had to
travel great distances(from Normandy ete.) to get te the ccnference.
Consequently they rake it so each missionary has to pay 8 bucks,
regardless of where he lives, It seems kind of harsh to us mission-
aries in Paris who then theoretically have to pay & dollars te hep
¢n the metre, or our solexes (motsur bikes) to get to the mission
home for the conference. The reasoning they use ig that at one time
or another each missionary will probably be far away for an occurance
like this, and will be able to maks good use of the equalimatiin sys-
tem, I don't know if I tcld vou before, but our apartment is the
cheapest by far in the mission, at $3 each per month, but because of
equ:liwatiof (I'm still having trouble with the z's on this typewri.er.)
We have to add $15 to that a month because somes of the others are
Paying as much as $30 a month for a flat. But we may come out ahead

in the long run because the mission pays the utilities which are so
expens.ve it's hard to balieve. We 210 have to pay $4 5 month to

the mission home for District use of the Volkswagen bus.fby the way

our district does'nt have a VW9 But duriug our mission we'll probably

be getting into distriects that do. We have to pay $2 to the coniierge
each month for a place to park our bikes in the back., Gas is so
expensive here ($100 a gallond that it takas 33 3 month to run our
bikes. Food c2st3 about $6 eany a wask. Pork >hops are about $1.00

a pound. Other less frejuent incidentals: Insurance on Solex $15,00
per yr., Visaf $8. Tn these first few weels, I've buen getting things
which I wouldn't normally get after being nere for some time. Solex,
typewriter, insurance, visa, file (87), dbut things like stationary
stamps, Sunday dinners, panches, etcpile up. K'11 be wus frugal as I
can, but this place is expensive to say the least. There is ne un-
employment in France therefore you see 0 many little stores selling

the sare thing with 4 times as meny employees as they need and they

s¢ll so little consequ~ntly their prices are so kigh.

Do you remember Larry Boyce? ?frosh BB) I looked him up and since
We have been invited .o a party bidding farwell to a Mormon Service
family §It was sort of in conectior with the Am, military Branch
in Faris, The American military has a branch of 100 members which hodd
Fnglish Services. And also once to their magnificent home for dinner,
in St. Cloud, a suburb of Paris. The Boyces are nice people and new
uncle Vern very well in The Arlington ward when they lived back in
Washington. Br); Boyce is the Naval representative for NATO here in
Paris,

Yesterday I toek my Solex apart, and bored out the Bngine and now
it goes quite a bit faster (against French Law of course) By law they're
only supposed to go about 20 mph buti some of the missionaries have
suped them up to go 40-45.

I have already given ibout 5 Joseph Smith Stories in Prench in investi-
gators homes, some prayers and some doer approaches tracting. I've still
got a long way to go,howsver. It's easy to get discouraged %9°“tCQEL@

> N N M
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here are out of their minds, In fact the govt. has started a big

campaign to get the Frenchman tosmile. IMany of them have signs in
their cars saying "We don't get mad." But it doesn't make a bit of
difference. The word is spreading fast among tourists that the
prices, and the inhospitality put Paris last on the list, and the
French Govt. is really worring. Political situations don't ssem to
help the matter either. DeGaulle it fouling up NATO, he redeemed
all his US dollars for gold and all the o0ld ladies of Paris blamed
this cold spell on US rockets. We forgot to close a door the other
day and one lady snool,ly replied,"Is that the way they do it im
America. If you even hLump a Franchman in a store, he gets mad at

; ; s, but anybody. We tract many places where
where there is a different mans and Womans u: &
fiine peopls (families) are being held ’rom babtism because they never
bothered to get married. Sometimes their kids ars babtizad but not
them until they gvt married. The Catinolic church controls everything
inPRance. They controlled the Boy Scouts, and wouldn't let the Mormon
Church have a charter to form a boy sco1t troop. The mayors of several
towns won't give us a building permit to build chapels on land we
alresady own, Never thaless, Paris is still & beautiful city and
there still are some sincere people who are willing to listen. The
Church hnere is thot of by most as a sect which practices polvgamy,
and bacause it isn't Catholic or Protestant it is equated with the
Jehova Witnesses who send out magy witnessess here,

Dad, thanks for your letter. The French businessman is doing

you a faver by having a store, thersrore he ma” be rude or even
neglect you when you go into a store; he won't be nice unless you're
niee to him, It s just oppisite of t2e States where you de the store-
owner a f.vor by going into tis store and he rools out tae red carpet-
Because of the non-unemployment situatiomn, in a store about one half
the sise of Brnies, %There will be 5 rsople working. Y ou don't pick
out what you want, you tell them what you want and they go get it
tor you and bring it back to the cashier. Actually as far as eflicienc
goes this place is about =s bad as Bgypt. They have seme supermarkets
but wkat & farce. Thay're mcssey disorganived and you have %o bag
your own food.

What a negative letter huh? I'1ll get over it. About
the only kind of studying I'm doing is memoriwing my discussions.
as soon as #hat's over with 1'11 be able to study ou my own; It's
just something you have to get over with. DBut, it does help you a4
grent deal with tne language.

Dad if you think it gets messey at home, here I'm in all my glory.
The dust in this place is about a root d=ep.

Mom if you had to cook with whay we have ¢2b .rners and an oven with
2 temperaturesd you'd crack.

Dee congratulations on your tennis? How are the fellas? Give the
Clydes my regards.

LOV®,
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Yom, I.need Bob.Slacks address, He's coming over here in the fall

and I'd like to tell him where he could reach me, Also Tom
Andersons home address.

What about thés vericose vein of mine? It hasn't given me any real
problems, but after a lot of walking and climbin escaliers it pains

a 1ittle. Not real bad, but just so om would notice it. And sometime
the muscle down there twitches a little, you know, like your eyelash
does sometimes. No real problems now, not even as bad as during
basketball, but I'd appreciate it if you'd ask John nevertheless.

Dad, I havn't been here long enough to give a real just appraisal of
far. President Hart is a real fine man. Ee has a

big job with 200 missionar s almost on the Spanish

border, where I might be some time, Loek on a map of France.

have 2 branches in Peau and Tarbes in the Pyrenees.

Well I've gone further than I should.

I have 4e dollars in travelers checks left plus just about enough

to get me through the rest of the month (I hoped This flirst month
has really been expensive; I should expect a cashiers check at

Y64 126 Rue du Chateau Paris 1l4e France by the first of the month or
a couple of days before. Thereafter it might be easier to send it
toe 2 Rue de Lota Paris 1€ in case I got transferred they could
forward it to me faster than a bunch ef lazy migsionaries could frem
this apartment. I'll let you know, but gend it to 126 this time.
126 prounounced san van seces iu French is known all over the mission
by just that name San Van Sees $ Cent vingt-six)

If you ever want to send me anything besides those thermals, you
might try some black converse lowcuts siwe Y¥# 12 and one half sent
one at a time on two different days te prevent theft. All packages
send to the VWission home. I don't need those shoes badlybut we de
building on chaples and they'd be pretty hardy for D day. I'd like
to stve the high cuts for basketball when the cccaision comes.

Good looking ties are expensive over here too so when thesenwear out
in another 6 months I might ask Dee to pick out ore or 2 at the book
store for me.

I'd better guit Y our probably wondering why
I'm not working.

Love to .11, including the fool.
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July 22 1965

Dear Mom, Dad and FggX Dee/ Dad, as you can see by the address or
the letter head, I have not yet grown up. However, there is no

need to worry. I don't think I'll be able to keep up with your
letter writing pace liom, but your letters sure are welcom here if
you can keep it up. Don't feel obligated to do so however. I'm
moving right along with this typewriter, except for the numbers which
are all capitalised, and which I can never seem to remsmber.

That black plastic raincoat was the best thing I brought over hare.

On recori this has been the coldest and wettest summer in Paris History
Modern history that is I guess. Also am I ever glad I brought that
tweed suit along. I got the brown one drenched in a suddén rainfall
but after a pressing, I think it will be alright,

I don't get to shower but once every 4 or 5 days. There is no shower
in our flat, but my compagnen just before I got here rigged up

@ home made joL that heoks ovn te the tap in the sink. The pressure
is horrible, it has to be bailed out of a big tab, but of course it's
better than nothing.

I get up every morning about 6, study the di.cussions until 7, shave
wash etc,, eat at eight( There are four in our flat and 2 take the
ceoking each week, Prices are too high to believe. IlMissionaries
here spend 100 dollafs te 110 dellars a month where those in
Germany can get by on as little as 50 sometimes. Rent is $15 g month
fooed costs about # 24 dollars a menth, then there is transpertatiom,
letters cost #0 cents each to send, gas for the moterbikes, when its
not raining, statiemary, books, Actually, now that I have my bike
bedding, typewriter, standard werks etc; and since we live in the
cheapest apartment in the mission, I should be able to get along

on less than 100 for vhe first little while at least.

Tracting is difficult. <The people as & rule are hard headed Catholics
and as a rule don't even want to try thinking about thinking. We

have some good sincere contacts however who do have some possibilities.
Because of the different way of life cver here, it is much more
difficult for the French people to accept Mormonism. The French
probably more than any other people inclucing Americans, are only
looking out for themselves. Iluny in the apartments don't even know
who their newt door neighbor is whe has been living by them for yrs.
There are still sincere people in France and I guess it is our job

to find them. UNany of the cohcierges are nasty, rude, and vulgar

too us which is different from anything I4ve ever seen from any other
peoples.

Mark B, Peterson just came and sopke to us at a French mission
conference. It was mostly to get the missionaries on the ball in

the summer. Memy of the people in Paris ge to the beaches en vacance
and you may martyr tracting for an hour sans finding anyone home.
They tell me it really picks up around September,

Send those long Johns; they tell me it isn't real cold as cold is,
but what there is of it, its penetrating.

Dee, keep up the good work on tennis, toe bad you got beat in
singles. Practice a lot, and don't be second best in region. If

you practice hard enough, aud really want to win it bad enough you
can deo it. The same with Basketball. I dondt speak too highly of
any of the coaches (as far as coaching goes at PHS) but if you go

in there and wipe everybody out the coaches will have to forget their
XX 9th grade favorites, because I've sean you play and you're better
than any of them. Work hard, don't be lazy like me.



-

v

-
A g A JuV ( O\ ( ‘
!k: (:JU*U \X Jv\ oy

"4

Ma pauvre petite béte: Well I guess I won't attempt to
pound out a letter in French, although don't get me wrong,

I very well could. It would just take me § hours, that's
all. Anyway I'm just getting used to this French key-
board, which is somewhat different, and could very well
cquse so,eone to ,qke q lot of errors zhile typing; It's
got a who.e bunch of real neat letters: é 8 ¢ & = 8 £, Isn't
it neat, and you don't even have one. Ha Ha or hihi (hehe in
French)., Vraiment it is really surprising how fast tue
language is coming to me, it is somewhat discouraging hosm-
ever in that the more you find out, the more you find out
you have to learn. I think I was sent to the right mission,
This has got to be the most liberal mission in the Church:

I can see how many of the apostate organizations stemmed
from French RM's. Lots of the mishenhaireys over here are
more clothes conscious than Val: 1Iv's already got me a
pair of round beige english type lunnettes or glassesss.

you know; the kind tnat the old pesople wear sometimes. Th ey've
gotta be too much., I'm quite pleased with the new halo
over my head; It's as gold as I had ever hoped it would be;
My companion is from SIC and plays the guitar very well, so
I went out and bought a recorder (small flute) andwe go
quite well togther, playing nothing but junk of course;

To tell you where I am, they would have to put me in

Paris. lNarie, I love this city to no end; I'd live here

the rest of my life if it werent for the latin minded short
tempered people. But there's one out of 1000 who, I guess
are willing to think about thinking a little bit for once

in their lives. Gees, we have little moter-bikes and a ride
along the Seine, past the Biffel Tower each day is almost
trop to take. I live on the left bank in the 14th Aron.

not 5 minute® away from where I lived for a month last

year. The city looks the same, and its fulk getting to know
it a bit better. All the mishenhairys over here play the

guitar and sing, so tell Big George not to sweat it. Guitars
are about the only things that are cheap in all of France.
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Wall, I've seen a couple of good shows this wee » 1 doubt
they'll ever get to our area but both have had fair
reviews. One is "The Knack" and the other is Bles Foupées"
Yes, sometimes we do do mishenhairy work, not often
but sometimes. No, I'm just kidding: 1I really have'nt
been out long enough to get accustomed to anything yet
80 it's not even Just te make an appraisal of a mishen
thus far. We just had a conference with Mark R. Peterson
apostle who spoke. I really do have an intenge desire
to learr more about what I'm teaching as well as the
language; I'm reading Dand ¢ now, and I never believed
fuch tremendous and portentuous ideas (actually revelations)
existed. It falls in with a2 lot of ideas I've had ans
Previously consulting it. Maybe I had a testimony all
along, I dondt know. People today comprehend 1/1000000
of the way to God which is all the knowledge heretofore
accumulated and thus deny God because of all this
accumulated knowledge. Can one explain a Physics beok to
& 4 year oldf¥
. Yes, about those garmemts . Actually I sneak them off
when no one is looking, and Quickly hide them in the corn
flakes, and no one knows., The vay I wash them they start
to turn yellow. How cute. Gosh; they even have ®ee juns
over here; you can even buy a Gant shirt for $10;00. Te
be a cute mishenhairy over here you have to have a tweed
suit with a watchband or chain te fit in the vest pocket
and round glasses, all of which I have. Plus a paisly tie
and oxford codlar shirt. It's too much. Tost of the
mishenhairgs supe up their $0cec moterbikes and the cops get
them when they go too fast. You also need & hair dryer,
garters on your socks and suspenders. No other mishen
cah beeee like this. Oh Oh, I can feal my halo slipping
off, so I'd better terminaten anyway, this letter is too
long now. Next time I'11 write in French, I promise. Have
already seen several people I know just passing thru, Too
bad you're not coming next year,

Retsaruckete

Steve
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Cher Fr2re: Je suis ici em France depuis dix jours, et
déja, je parle frangais avec facilité. Jdddmetrai que
c'est bien difficile & taper avec cette machine frangaise.
I1 y a beaucoup des lettres qui sont arrangé differentment.

Really, Bob, although I don't speak French like I said I
did above, it really comes fast once you get out and talk
to the psople each day. I can understand most of everyday
conversation, but am about 5 seconds behind, conseguently
when a question is gddressed me I can't stay with the rythm
of the conversation. But they tell me it will come.

The French Vission is nothing like I thot it would be, but
I don't want to give you the wrong opinion. But; this has
really got to be great out here; It's basically just like
home, There is a tremendous desire to learn the language
and the principals of the gospel. I never realiwed there
was so guch great material in the DandC. (Read Sec. 93 on
the definition of the ~lements and of truth; and God's

relationship to each.) It4s tremendous. There are some really

liberal sharp guys out here. It's too much. There are

a bunch of guys out here who are so style conscious that you
would have to spend $100 monthly te keep up. One of the
amazing things about it is that the guys who dress well

are the most liberal and also the ones who speak French the
best; I'm not going to have snough afgent to spend to go

to all the movies that these guys go to. I'm not trying tto
convince you to come on a mission, but I'm telling you that
it is bien different que vous en pensez. I don't know how
to tell you sans sounding prudish but at the same time as
you gain a satisfaction of the work you are doing and a
deep respect for it's purpose, you can integrate ideas

you have previously had, with the teachings of our Church
and they fit perfeetly. § In other words, a testimonyd I
don't have a strong one now, and I can't even begin to
comprehend the benefits derived therin. But I know its

what I want, and I'm going to try for it. You don't lose
your tastes; I still want a Porche etc. and a boat, and am
turned on by these French women, but I can see something
ahead that I want and that I know I'll be happy with.
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I remember that I used to look af the stereotype RM's on

campus and laughed my head off. I still do. It doesn't
have to bee like that if you can adeptly integrate your

ideas with those of the Church's. It's the way to live.
Fverybody here hates the French people % I'll qualify

that sentence without saying anything to qualify it9 But
you can find that 1 in 1000 who realiwes what a pagan back-
ward religion Catholicism is, It's too hard for these
pesople to even think about thinking about semething., It
Just wasn't meant to be thus. There's something more

to this wetld than that, I'm sure of it.

Well I didn't really want to go on like this, but the reason
I wanted to write before you lefg was te tell you that

when you come to Paris (my first assignment) you have a
Place to stay. It may be on the floor, but it will be fres.
We are down in the 14th near Vontparnasse .at

¥# 126 Rue du Chateau
Paris 14e FRANCT®
quatrieme étage, first door on the left: WMy companions

are pretty good boys; & from SLC, and one from Canada.

Give Kathy my regards, and don't YAZMY laugh at this
letter too hard with Bernhard. They remember him here at
the home. He came in a couple of times with Stretton.

I'm starting to go back to thinking ™nglish typewrter
keyboard so I'll quit. Gad I dom't have your address.
I'11 get it from Mom or something, so don't panic at the
letterhead date. TIooking forward to seeing you over hers.

Sincerely,



